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The road to wellness
Annual report, resident of 
the month and more!



By Robert Kimberly 
Executive Director

It’s all about relation-
ships. Everything we do 
at Southeastern Chil-
dren’s Home involves 
relationships in one way 
or another.

The children at 
Southeastern are 
desperately seeking 
love and acceptance in their relationships. They 
come to us as broken, lonely individuals, and 
by the time they leave, they are part of our 
long-standing family.

Relationships allow us to mold and retrain 
the children. Time and time again, studies have 
shown that in order to make a meaningful im-
pact on someone’s life, you must first establish 
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Relationships fundamental to what we do
Teaching, ministry, development opportunities are friendship-driven
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A childhood without a bicycle is like a library 
without books. 

Southeastern Children’s Home was blessed 
with a donation of fifteen bicycles from Waste 
Connections, Inc., this past Christmas. 

Now, each afternoon at SECH, the campus is 
filled with young men and women riding their 
bicycles up and down the paved roads.

“We ride the bikes every time it’s sunny,” 
Smith cottage resident, Michael said. “The bikes 
give us something to do, outdoors, instead of 
being inside all the time. It gives me a chance 
to exercise and a chance to show that I’m 
responsible by taking good care of the bike.”

In addition to providing excitement for the 
children, the bicycles provide an excellent 
physical benefit.

“Since we received the bicycles, our children 
have been actively using them,” Boys Case 
Manager, John McLain said. “Though our 
kids often exercise at school or at the local 
YMCA, the time spent on their bicycles in 
the afternoon has provided a tremendous 
opportunity for them to exercise.”

The children’s exercise not only helps their 
physical condition, but also aids in their 
emotional rehabilitation.

“The simple 
aspect of aerobic 
exercise makes a 
major difference 
with young 
people who 
have difficulty 
focusing,” McLain 
said. “Studies 
have shown that 
average normal 
exercise helps 
these kids focus 
and function. 
Exercise allows 
them to perform 
better at school 
and in the homes.” 
McLain said.

Even the 
children 
acknowledge 
their increased 
physical activity 
since the presents 
arrived.

“Riding a bike feels like a major workout, 
sometimes,” Michael said. “I was surprised how 

a relationship with them. 

Our success is contingent upon the depth 
of the relationships we foster with children in 
our care.

This week, my daughter and son-in-law are 
in Peru working with a medical missions team. 

Where the rubber meets   the road to wellness
Donated bicycles provide fun, exercise, sense of normalcy
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“... Many of our 
kids don’t get 
a lot of normal 
things that the 
average kids get 
at home. One of 
our objectives 
is to provide as 
normal of a life as 
possible within 
the children’s 
home setting. A 
bicycle provides 
an occasion where 
our children 
think, ‘I’m just like 
everyone else.’ ...”
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Where the rubber meets   the road to wellness

Though, certainly, they will make an immedi-
ate impact on those whom they help, they 
will have an even greater impact upon those 
individuals with whom they develop long-term 
relationships.

Relationships are the key to each and every 
ministry. They are the vital cogs that turn the 
wheels of our organization.

Of course, the children develop other mean-
ingful relationships in addition to those bonds 
with house parents. Our children grow close to 
members of their church, fellow Southeastern 
children, and our other staff and volunteers 

they see on campus each day. Generally, a 
child is more likely to follow, obey, and imitate 
someone with whom they have an established 
relationship.

Yet, building relationships is no simple task. 
Creating such a connection requires mutual 
intent, honest communication, and a shared 
value. Healthy relationships don’t just happen; 
they’re built over time. The familial bonds are 
strengthened with the increased time a child 
spends with us.

sore my legs were after 
the first day of riding. Of 
course, riding up the big 
hill from the softball field 
is no piece of cake.”

The newly donated 
bicycles have resulted 
in a number of children 
spending more time 
outside.

“Before we received 
the bicycles, the children 
were more likely to spend 
time inside the homes 
watching television,” 
Smith cottage house 
parent Clay Ball said. “But, 
now, if the weather is 
good, the kids spend a 
lot of time outside of the 
house on their bicycles.”

The new bicycles have 
allowed the children to 
experience a sense of 
normalcy that has often 
evaded them in their 
troubled pasts.

“Many of our kids don’t 
get a lot of normal things 
that the average kids get 
at home,” McLain said. 
“One of our objectives is 
to provide as normal of a 
life as possible within the 
children’s home setting. 
A bicycle provides an 
occasion where our 
children think, ‘I’m just like 
everyone else.’”

See KIMBERLY on page 6

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home

Dakota, a 13-year-old at the Smith Cottage, enjoys his new bicycle.
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Ronald recently received his General 
Education Development degree after 
successfully completing his coursework at a 
local school. This is a huge accomplishment 
for him that will allow him to enroll at a local 
college.

“I hope to attend Spartanburg Community 
College in August,” Ronald said.  “I want to start 

“... I could help 
kids like me since 
I’ve struggled 
with the same 
issues ...”

– Ronald

Ronald with his General Education Development 
diploma. He plans to become a therapist. 

By Philip Murphy 
Development Director 

Giving through the United Way has proved 
to be an increasingly popular trend for 
many contributors. For several years now, 
Southeastern Children’s Home has been 
designated an official Charity of Choice by the 
United Way.

United Way has changed drastically in 
the past several years. Many of you might 
remember the criticism that United Way once 
endured because of the fraud and financial 
mismanagement issues that plagued the 
organization in the early 90s. However, things 
seem to have changed within the organization.

While we don’t whole-heartedly support all 
the organizations supported through United 

United Way making it easy to give at work 
Way, we certainly can acknowledge the benefit 
that United Way provides to charities such as 
Southeastern Children’s Home.

Namely, United Way allows you to designate 
your gift directly to Southeastern. Doing 
so often serves two purposes:  (1) It allows 
employees to assist employers in their United 
Way giving campaigns; and (2) The proceeds of 
your gift flow directly to Southeastern.

If you are giving through United Way, please 
designate Southeastern Children’s Home as 
your charity of choice. This helps us immensely! 

It rarely takes much more effort than filling 
out a small form with your Human Resources 
office. Also, when possible, please encourage 

out taking some of my basic courses, and then, 
maybe, take some courses in Psychology.”

Ronald wants to use his experience and his 
education to assist others.

“Being a therapist sounds like a good job,” 
Ronald said. “I want to help others with their 
difficulties in life. Therapists can help people 
get through their problems and control their 
anger. Perhaps I could help kids like me since 
I’ve struggled with the same issues.”

Ronald would 
be the first in his 
family to attend 
college.

“Going to 
college is the 
right thing to do,” 
Ronald said. “To 
my knowledge, 
no one in my 
family ever has gone to a university. But, these 
days, you need to have the college degree on 
your resume. I’ve got dreams to do something 
with my life. And I’m just thankful to have the 
opportunity to take the next step.”

Due to a number of factors, many of the 
children at Southeastern are often 1-2 years 
behind in school. In order to assist Ronald and 
other similarly situated children, Southeastern 
employs tutors to work with each child 
afterschool.

We are thrilled that Ronald has achieved this 
milestone in his education career. 

Off to a running start
Southeastern resident hopes to be first in his family to attend college

MURPHY continued on page 6
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Age, year in school:  15, Freshman at 
Byrnes High School
Favorite Sport:  Track & field, specifically 
the 500 meter race
Favorite Food:  Mozzarella sticks
Favorite Movie:  Last Holiday
Best Memory at Southeastern:  Attending 
the Gaffney High Military Ball
Highlight of the week: “I love to come 
home and see Mrs. Pam each day. She’s 
awesome.”
Favorite hobby: Chinese yoyo
Future occupation: “I want to fly Air Force 
One. You get to travel and get to know 
about the president. It seems like the 
military has some awesome opportunities 
to succeed.”

Meet Raquel, our resident of the quarter

“I’ve never had a father, so it’s cool to finally have Mr. Don as a dad. He treats me like I’m his kid. If this is what 
having a father is like, I wish I would have had one a long time ago.” – Raquel

“If I was given a million dollars, the first thing 
I would do is give 10% to a church, and I’d do-
nate most of the remaining money to charities, 
because no one needs that much money.”

“I can’t wait till the next opportunity to visit my 
hometown of Gaffney.”

“I listen to all sorts of music. My iPod has every 
kind of music known to man.”

“I can’t wait to get a job.”

“Living with a bunch of girls can be stressful, 
but we treat each other like sisters.” 

Raquel in quotes...

resident of the quarter

spring 20124
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Do you have a garage full of working, but 
seldom or never used items? Do you have a 
little extra money to spend this month, but no 
pressing needs of your own?

Please consider helping Southeastern by 
donating or sponsoring the purchase of ... 

Little things that make a big difference
• Lawnmowers/weed trimmers

• Movie Passes

• Personal Care Products

• Volunteers to assist with landscaping

• Used dependable cars
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2011 Childcare Statistics
Children Served . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

Baptisms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8

Referrals. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Counseling Center Statistics
Counseling Sessions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 504

Contacts with previous residents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 204

Statement of Financial Activities
Income

Program Support Payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 481,526

Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 374,772

Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 39,427

Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 77,843

Miscellaneous. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,933

Total Income. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 975,501

Expense

Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 34,031

Management Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 136,928

Program Services Expenses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 598,052

Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 105,152

Capital Expenditures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 34,042

Investment Losses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 54,367

Total Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 962,572

Net Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12,929

2011 annual report
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AMY ROBINSON
 Mrs. Carole Jessup

In honor of birth 
KAELYN ALIVIA MADDOX
 Anonymous
EVELYN WILLIS
 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards

In honor of 2nd birthday 
EVA EDENFIELD
 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey

In honor of 60th birthday 
ROBERT LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine

In honor of 80th birthday 
JUANITA HORNE
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine

In honor of wedding 
anniversary
ROBERT & JACKIE LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine

In honor of Christmas
RLOUIS & TESSA CUCULLU
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
BRUCE & JO HANNAFORD
 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings
HANNAH JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
SETH JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
TOMMY & LINDA JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
BARBARA KOHLER
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
LEE & BARBARA McDERMOTT
 Dr. Lydia Guillot
JOHN & DONNA NEAL
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
JEREMY, AMANDA & BECCA PYLE
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
HASKELL & PAT YENNY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
KAY YENNY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield

In Kind Gifts / Volunteers
Mr. & Mrs. David Abernathy
AFL Network Services
Ms. Whitney Allsbrook
Apalache Baptist Church
Ashmore Brothers, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Barden
BB&T - Duncan
Ms. Millie Besoiu
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Blackshear
BMW Manufacturing Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Bradley
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Bridges
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Brown
Ms. Rachel Bryson
Carolina Country Club
Central Church of Christ – Spartanburg
Central Church of Christ - Durham
Centre Stage
Century 21 Blackwell & Co. Realty, Inc.
Mr. David Chapman
Charleston Conv. & Group Services
Chimney Rock State Park
Church of God of Prophecy
Classic Carriage Works
Colonial Life
Ms. Sarah R. Cope
Costco - Spartanburg
Courtyard by Marriott Greenville Haywood 
Mall
Mrs. Robert Davenport
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Walden B. Denton
Mr. & Mrs. Joe DeRosa
Mrs. Sara Dexter
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Dan A. Dobson
DollyWood
Drury Hotels
Mrs. Jewell Dunn
Easley Pest Control
Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort
Family Kingdom Amusement Park
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Flat Rock Playhouse
Food Lion -- Lyman
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Gaines
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Gaminde
Gastonia Church of Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Gilroy
Dr. George Glenn
Great Escape Theatre
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Greene
Greenville Marriott
Greenville Rec
Hair It Is, Inc.
Home Depot of Greer
Hampton Golf
Hancock Fabrics - North Charleston
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Henderson
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hopkins
Mrs. Carole Jessup
J. F. Byrnes High School

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home

CARL SHAFFER
 Grand Strand Church of Christ
CLARA B. SHAFFER
 Mr. & Mrs. William McClellan
OMA STABLER
 Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Cole
WAVELENE STOCKSDALE
 Mr. & Mrs. Tyler Gray
DONALD SURRETT
 Bamberg Church of Christ
 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Cooper
FRANK & FLORRIE SWEAT
 Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Dicks
CLARENCE TAYLOR
 Mr. & Mrs. Jones Gamble
ISABELLA TIPTON
 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
RACHEL THOMAS
 Mrs. Jewel Dunn
WILMA S. VAN PATTEN
 Ms. Nina Gannon
BETTY WALTERS
 Mrs. Jewel Dunn
ERIC PATRICK WILSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Wilson
CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL WITTE
 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Witte
Mr. Greg Witte
Ms. Kim Witte
BILL WOLD
 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen
BUD WRIGHT
 Ms. Myrtle Wright

In honor of 
HOWARD & GERRY AVERY
 Mr. & Mrs. Herb Smith
ERIC BENFIELD
 Anonymous Donor
KATIE BROOKS
 Mr. & Mrs. Dunk Hale
DR. TOM DRINNEN
 The Family of Ray Cooper
ANDY DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
BETH DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
JED DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
JIM & PAT DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
PERRY DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
SANDY DAUGHTRY
 Anonymous Donor
MR. & MRS. CHAD EDWARDS & FAMILY
 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
DR. & MRS. JAMES B. EDWARDS
 Mr. Lamar McEachern
J. C. & JANE FARLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. John Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Farley
THE JAMES GAMBLE FAMILY
 Mrs. Martha Geiger
CAROLE JESSUP
 Mr. & Mrs. Burch Anderson
LINDSEY & SUSIE CROSSLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Harold Crossley
THOMAS C. HOKANSON
 The Staff of Westside Dermatology
RANDY & TAUNA JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Johnson
ROBERT C. KIMBERLY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Senn
MY BRIDGE FRIENDS
 Ms. Carole Willmot
MY FAMILY
 Ms. Donna Cole
JEFF & CINDY PAYNE
 Mr. David Roper
 Mrs. Joy Roper
NEIL & BRITTANY REINI
 Anonymous Donor
SHARON UNITED METHODIST ADULT 

CHOIR
 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wilmer
JERRY & CONNIE UMBEREGER
 Anonymous Donor

In honor of birthday 
GAIL BRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
ELLIE BROOKS
 Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Chappell
 Mrs. Carole Jessup
 Mr. & Mrs. Ty Robinson
REESE BROOKS
 Mrs. Carole Jessup
 Mr. & Mrs. Ty Robinson
PHILIP FOLTZ
 Dr. Lydia Guillot
BRUCE HANNAFORD
 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings
JO HANNAFORD
 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings
JEFF HOOD
 Mrs. Carole Jessup
LINDA HOOD
 Mrs. Carole Jessup
ROBERT C. KIMBERLY
 Mrs. Carole Jessup
BO LEATHERWOOD
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
ERIC LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
EMMA NODINE
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine

i lift my head, i see only what i choose to see. 
i look around but only see this little thread, 
bought to break free 
oh i think it’s me. 
my heart used to be a wall of stone, not allow-
ing anyone to try an break it down. 
my mind was only thinking of being alone, but 
now its my chance to turn it around. 
my wings were torn, i fell effortlessly pummel-
ing to nothing. 
i was beaten battered and scorned, but now i 
really know 
i need something. 
life used to be nothing but a game, 
always used to cheat my way through just to 
strive. 
things used to be where people couldn’t con-
trol me or tame, 
but now i need them in order to survive. 
i used to be a fallen, now i am a guardian.

Jesse’s poem

Memorials Johnson’s ACE Hardware
Debra Kelley
Dr. Ann J. Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Kirsch
Lancaster Church of Christ
Ms. Kaylyn Lanford
Ms. Kimela Lanford
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lewis
Sgt. Joseph Lipscombe
Mr. & Mrs. M. H. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Maurer
Mr. & Mrs. James C. Maxey, Jr.
Mrs. Missy May
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Mays
McDonalds - AMC Management 
Corp.
Michelin
Mount Zion Baptist Church
Mountain Island Church of Christ
Myrtle Beach Pelicans
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Mr. Tyler Nodine
Ocoee Outdoors, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Osgood
Mr. & Mrs. Robin D. Owens
Mr. & Mrs. Roger J. Page
Mrs. Judy Peterson
Papa John’s Pizza
Mrs. Angie Pearson
Mrs. Betty Pearson
Ms. Rylee Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Peterson
Mr. Brad Philips
Poplar Springs Baptist
Mrs. Laura Powell
Publix -- Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Rademacher
Mr. Todd Ranella
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Ray
Reidville Presbyterian Church
Mr. & Mrs. George Richardson
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens
River Falls Florist
Ms. Samantha Roach
Roper Mountain Science Center
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Rust
Seneca Church of Christ
Shannon Forest Christian Academy
Sharon United Methodist Church
Mr. Ken Sims
Sim’s Barbeque
Six Flags Over Georgia
Skins Hotdogs
Ms. Jenalee Smith
Ms. Erin Soria
Southern Hospitality
Mrs. Rolanda Smith
Mr. Roger Spangler
Spartanburg Athletic Club
Spartanburg Community College
St. James United Methodist Church
Ms. Doris Stephens
Mr. Tom Taylor
Mrs. Deera Terry
Ms. Deseray Terry
Mrs. Eddie Sue Thompson
Wabtec -- Duncan
Ms. Bernice Washington
Mrs. Tena West
Mr. & Mrs. Charles H. White
Ms. Emily Whitworth
Ms. Patricia Williams
Ms. Mary Sue Wood
Ms. Sue Wood
Mrs. Terri Wray
Dr. & Dr. Michael Zimmerman

Not only are relationships vital to the growth 
of our children, they’re integral to our opera-
tions as an organization. Our relationship to 
you is important to us. We could not exist 
without the help of those who have made a 
financial commitment to help children in need. 
We are grateful for each and every one of you 
who have, and who continue to partner with 
Southeastern to better the lives of those who 
are less fortunate.

Please pray for us as we continue to cultivate 
relationships with young people.

Sincerely,

KIMBERLY continued from page 2

MURPHY continued from page 3

6

your co-workers and friends to designate 
Southeastern. 

Similarly, if your place of business has any 
charitable campaigns, matching gifts, or grant 
opportunities which we can be a part of, please 
let us know by calling me at 864.439.0259.

Thank you so much for your help this year.

“... favorite memories ... 
going to youth events 
with the Central Church 
of Christ youth group  and 
getting to know my house-
parents ...” – Jesse, 16
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