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Opportunity knocking!
Plus reflections of a former resident, 
annual report and more ...



By Robert Kimberly 
Executive Director

I’m pleased to announce Southeastern 
Children’s Home has officially begun our new 
One-To-One Mentoring Program.

Our One-To-One Mentoring Program is 
designed to create meaningful and lasting 
relationships between our children and adult 
members of our community. 

All too often, children that suffer from abuse 
and neglect have difficulty trusting adults.   

Yet, children that have been placed at 
Southeastern Children’s Home crave attention 
from adults. And, while our houseparents 
provide a tremendous asset, several of our 
children need special attention that can only 
be provided in a one-on-one setting.

Mentors will provide our young people with 
emotional support, counsel, friendship, and a 
trusting relationship. We hope that this mentor 
relationship will last for years to come, beyond 
the borders of our campus.

Our mentors will help our children avoid 
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Hope! is a publication of 
Southeastern Children’s Home, 
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We can be reached ...

by mail: Post Office Box 339 
 115 Children’s Way 
 Duncan, SC 29334

by phone: 864.439.0259
by fax: 864.949.0248
online:  sech.org

Contact  us!

Everybody needs somebody sometime
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By James R. Gill, MD

The excuses to keep me from mentoring a 
child at Southeastern Children’s Home were 
endless. It would have been easy to avoid the 
uncomfortable opportunity presented to me, 
to have found something else to do with my 
time.

I was pleasantly surprised when I first met 
Bobby, a teenage victim of a foster system that 
bounces children from one home to another 
and then expects these same children to form 
relationships and act like members of the 
Cleaver family.

That’s not how Bobby acts.

Not even close.

He is, however, kind, considerate and 
starving for a better life. Sure, he embellishes 
his situation, or downright lies about his 
circumstances. He copes the best way he can.

You may think I’m making excuses for Bobby. 
I’m not. Doing so would go against everything 
I do in my current job as an emergency 

physician. Every day, I walk through the doors 
of the hospital and help people address the 
disasters they often 
have created for 
themselves. 

Bobby, however, 
didn’t ask to be a 
foster child. He didn’t 
ask to be born of two 
parents who were not 
capable of resolving 
conflict. He didn’t 
ask for his father to 
be incarcerated and 
generally despicable. 
He, in short, didn’t, 
initially bring all of 
this on himself.

I purposefully don’t 
ask about Bobby’s 
past. I listen to him. I 
help him address his 
interactions in a forgiving and caring way. I pray 
for wisdom and discernment to help Bobby 

Excuses run out when opportunity knocks
Physician leaves comfort zone to mentor challenged child 
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“... a foster 
system that 
bounces 
children from 
one home to 
another and 
then expects 
(them) to form 
relationships 
and act like 
members of 
the Cleaver 
family ...”

Continued on page 4 ...

Executive Director Robert Kimberly with some of 
our Southeastern family.
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Excuses run out when opportunity knocks
not ‘waller in the mud’ of his previous mistakes. 
I pray to God that I provide a good, consistent 
and caring example of what Jesus is to me… 
Love Personified.

In Jonah 3:10, God forgives the Ninevites. 
I’m amused at Jonah’s response. To paraphrase, 
Jonah says, “I knew you’d be gracious so go 
ahead and kill me because life is not worth 
living.” 

This just stuns me. This passage exemplifies 
a God of grace and simultaneously gives us a 
poor response to God’s calling.

Do we treat those that have the greatest 
emotional and physical needs the same way 
Jonah treated the Ninevites? Are we too afraid 
to the leave the comforts of our suburban 
homes and families to help young men and 
women like Bobby? Like Jonah, do we avoid 
uncomfortable opportunities? 

Being a mentor has been uncomfortable. 
I’ve never done anything like this. Occasionally, 
there are awkward 
moments. I don’t 
always know the 
best way to respond. 
There are challenges 
for which I’m ill-
equipped. I’ve 
chosen to embrace 
and pray over these 
inadequacies and see 
the benefit in my own life. I pray that in some 
small way Bobby and the other children at 
Southeastern will benefit as well. 

I encourage each of you to strongly consider 
supporting Southeastern financially and with 
your time.

In His Grace.

Southeastern residents enjoy the late winter snow that fell in Duncan February 12-13, 2014

“... occasionally, 
there are awk-
ward moments 
... I’ve chosen 
to embrace and 
pray ...”
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A former resident reflects
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By Alicia McDaniel 
Former Southeastern resident 

Southeastern Children’s Home was definitely 
a blessing in my life. They provided me with the 
turnaround I needed in my life.

I came from two broken families:  my birth 
family and a failed adoptive family. As a teenager, 
I was placed at SECH’s pre-independent living 
program at the Lyman House with Tony and 
Janice Axsom.

SECH gave me a reason to excel in life again. 
They gave me the hope and resources to become 
who I am today.

I went back to church to find God. I was even 
baptized by my house-father, Tony. My house-
mom, Janice, drove me around and helped me 
get my very first job, which was at Subway right 
down the street from the Lyman house. And, from 
there, my foundation of work history was built. 

Tony and Janice provided the love and support 
I desperately needed as a teenager. They were a 
constant source of encouragement and help. 

It has been seven years since I left Southeastern 
Children’s Home. I have kept contact with every-
one at SECH because I believe everyone there is 
my “real” family.

I went to college in Reno, Nevada, and after 
graduation, decided to stay here. I love it here!

Alicia McDaniel with her child

Now, I am a chef, with a Technical Degree in 
Business Office Administration. Plus, I will soon 
be adopting a child of my own.

As I approach parenthood, I’m a little nervous. 
I just hope I can be as good of a parent as Tony 
and Janice were to me.

Wish list
We are seeking donations of the 

following items. Please help if you can!

•	 Dependable	cars	for	the	children

•	 Liquid	laundry	and	dishwasher	deter-
gent

•	 Gas-powered	weed	trimmers

Please remember ...
If you give through the United Way, please 

remember to designate Southeastern Children’s 
Home as your charity of choice.

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend the Southeastern 
Children’s Home auction May 31, 2014, 4:30 pm at Central 
Church of Christ in Spartanburg, SC. See you there!

Lights! Camera! AUCTION!



By Philip Murphy 
Development Director 

It’s been said, “People have made at least a 
start at understanding the meaning of life when 
they plant shade trees under which they know 
full well they will never sit.”

A planned gift to Southeastern Children’s 
Home is like growing a tree that will provide 
shade and shelter for thousands of children 
and families. It is a legacy that you will leave – a 
legacy of caring for “the least of these,” and of-
fering hope to children and families who need 
it most.

“Planned Giving” is a term that, quite simply, 
refers to gifts that require some planning. The 
gift can be an immediate gift of stock or real 
estate. Or, the gift could come to fruition later, 

like an insurance policy or bequest in your will. 

Planned gifts are ways you can make a 
lasting impact on the work of Southeastern 
Children’s Home while achieving all of your 
philanthropic, financial and estate planning 
goals. Here are some of the planned gifts you 
can make to SECH:
•	 Monetary	bequest	in	your	will
•	 Gift	annuities
•	 Real	Property
•	 Gifts-in-Kind
•	 Life	Insurance
•	 Publicly	Traded	Securities
•	 Charitable	Remainder	Trust

Please consider planting a planned gift that 
will provide for needy children for generations 
to come.

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home
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Planned gifts have lasting impact

potential risky behavior. Though there will 
undoubtedly be difficult conversations, we 
believe mentors will help our children improve 
their self-confidence, 
and help our 
children have higher 
aspirations for their 
lives.

At the heart of 
our program, we 
have a steadfast 
commitment to 
God. Just as Jesus 
created disciples, we believe we need to do as 
much as possible to help foster spiritual growth 
among our children. Hopefully, our mentor 
program will serve as another tool we can use 
to help our children come to know God. 

This newsletter highlights two distinct 
viewpoints: one from Dr. Jim Gill, one of our 
mentors, and one from Alicia McDaniel, a 
former SECH resident. 

If you live within the Greenville-Spartanburg 
area, please consider partnering with us in our 
volunteer mentor program. Please feel free to 
call our office and apply. After all, everyone 
needs somebody sometime.

Sincerely,

Everybody needs somebody
Continued from page 1

2013 Annual Report
Childcare statistics
Children served .................................................................36

Baptisms ...................................................................................5

Referrals .................................................................................41

Counseling center statistics
Counseling center sessions .................................... 712

Duncan ............................................................................... 635

Hendersonville ..................................................................77

Statement of  financial activities
Income    

Program support payments.......................$522,363

Contributions ......................................................$387,758

Grants ..........................................................................$32,072

Subtotal ..................................................................$952,375

Expenses

Program services for children ...................$701,183

Support Services ...............................................$102,840

Development Expenses ...............................$130,887

Subtotal ..................................................................$934,910

Net Income ..............................................................$17,465

“... At the heart 
of our program, 
we have a stead-
fast commit-
ment to God ...”
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PATRICIA NIGH
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JERRY NISBETT
 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
CHARLES NORRIS
 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
CHARLES PEACE
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Campbell
HUGH & MARTHA PALMER
 Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Davis
WESLEY PARKS
 Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Krantz
MICHAEL S. PERRY
 Appling Boring Company
 Mr. & Mrs. Kent Brown
 Ms. Sally Cope
 Mr. & Mrs. John Greene
 Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Hood
 Ms. Carole Jessup
 Mr. Lee Luff
 Mr. l& Mrs. Neal Martin
 Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Morgan
LIAM DAVID PLYLAR
 Mr. & Mrs. John Greene
LUIS DAVID PLYLAR
 Mr. & Mrs. John Greene
RONNIE POWELL
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JESSICA PUTNAM
 Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Putnam
ALVA D. RAINEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Campbell
OLLIE MAE RAVAN
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Ledson
 Mr. & Mrs. Benny Nodine
WILLIE REED
 St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
MILDRED REID
 Mr. & Mrs. Ray Kinley
 Ms. Wilma Stuart
MAX SCHWEITZER
 Mr. & Mrs. Jones Gamble
MATTHEW SEIBERT
 Mrs. Dee Warren
BARBARA LANOUE HAGINS SMITH
 Mr. & Mrs. Jones Gamble
CHARLOTTE SMITH
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Henderson
HURTIS SMITH
 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rawe
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DANA STREETS
 Mr. & Mrs. James Edwards
FRANK & FLORRIE SWEAT
 Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Dicks
CASSIE MAE THOMPSON
 Mr. & Mrs. John Sauer
D. W. THOMPSON
 Mr. & Mrs. John Sauer
JOE VAN PELT
 Mr. & Mrs. Leland Rodgers
RICHARD WARREN
 Mrs. Dee Warren
ERIC PATRICK WILSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Wilson
BUD WRIGHT
 Ms. Myrtle Wright
JACK YORKE
 Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Larck

In honor of 
JENNIFER ADAIR
 Sam and Jake Brown
KEITH & JOY BROLL & FAMILY
 Ms. Donna Cole
MILON & TERRI CAMPBELL
 Mrs. Linda Rademacher
RANDAL K. COLE
 Ms. Donna Cole
RON & LINDA COLE
 Ms. Donna Cole
RUFUS COLE & FAMILY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
SARAH COLE
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
LOUIS & TESSA CUCULLU
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
JENNIFER DICKERSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Dunk Hale
JIM & VIRGINIA EDWARDS
 Mr. James Edwards, II
 Mr. Lamar McEachern
JANE FARLEY
 Ms. Mary Nevins
J.C. & JANE FARLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. John Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Farley
BRUCE & JO HANNAFORD
 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings
MIKE & DIANA HIATT
 Ms. Jolene McKenzie
TOM & MARYLEN JACKSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Warren
TOMMY & LINDA JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
LISA JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
JEREMIAH JUDD
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Judd
WYLENE KELLER
 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
MR. & MRS. GENE KILCAWLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Willmot
LINDA KRANTZ
 Mr. Bernie Krantz
CARL LANCASTER
 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Scruggs
MARY LARMON
 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Larmon
JOE MANNING
 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
MELISSA JUDD MARTIN
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Judd
RUTH MARTIN
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Judd
JOHN MAYFIELD & FAMILY
 Ms. Donna Cole
JORDAN MAYFIELD & FAMILY
 Ms. Donna Cole
SCOTT MAYFIELD & CHILDREN
 Ms. Donna Cole
JOLENE McKENZIE
 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Hiatt
JUDY NEWTON
 Ms. Kim McMakin
GLENN & CINDY NICHOLS
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Campbell
OUR CHILDREN
 Mr. & Mrs. James Eargle, Jr.
RICK & LINDA RADEMACHER
 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Campbell
JERRY & SHILEY SATTERFIELD
 Mr. & Mrs. Haskell Yenny
CHARLOTTE SHORT
 Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Krantz
BEULAH SKAGGS
 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
WAYNE & KAREN STOVER
 Ms. Donna Cole
HASKELL & PATRICIA YENNY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
KAY YENNY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Satterfield
FRED & MARY BETH YORK
 Mrs. Nell Bailey

In honor of 48th 
anniversary 

MR. & MRS. LARRY SHORT
 Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Krantz

In honor of 60th 
anniversary 

MR. & MRS. GERALD KRAFT
 Mr. & Mrs. Herb Smith

In honor of birthday
GAIL BRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
BRUCE & JO HANNAFORD
 Dr. & Mrs. Mike Billings
JUANITA HORNE
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
BO LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
ERIC LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
ROBERT LEATHERWOOD
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
ALINDA MAHAFFEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
SUSAN MAHAFFEY 

Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
MICHAEL MILLER 

Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
EMMA NODINE
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Tyler & Ryan Nodine
RYAN NODINE
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
 Mr. Tyler Nodine
SHIRLEY SATTERFIELD
 Mrs. Sarah Cole
BROOKE TESNER
 Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine

In honor of 3rd birthday
THOMAS JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Davenport
 Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jennings
 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Oswald
 Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Smith

In honor of 6th birthday
BILLIE ROSE JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Charles Davenport
 Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jennings
 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Oswald
 Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Smith

In honor of 70th birthday
LINDA KRANTZ
 Mr. Bernie Krantz

In-kind gifts and 
volunteers 

AFL Network Services
Alabama Theatre at Barefoot Landing
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Anderson
Apalache Baptist Church
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Barber
Ms. Mary Batson
Mr. Mike Bayne
Ms. Wilma Bayne
Beauty Systems Group
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Beemer
Bert’s Automotive
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Bishop
Ms. Karen Brewton
Ms. Denise Brooks
Ms. Laura Brown
Brown Bag Bible Study Group
Ms. Donna Brunette
Mr. Gerald Bullman
Mr. Lee Bunner
Mr. & Mrs. James Burley
Ms. Annesha Byrd
Mr. Bob Campbell
Carolina Fresh Farms
Carolina Traditions
Carolyn’s Florals and Baskets
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Carter
Central Church of Christ
Central Church of Christ - Brown’s Life 
Group
Central Church of Christ - Golden Age 
Group
Charleston Conv. & Group Services
Charlotte Avenue Church of Christ
Chick-Fil-A
Zach Criswell
Circle 555
CJ’s on Main
Clemson Church of Christ
Clemson University Athletic Department
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Cline
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Colquitt
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
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Ms. Earlene Cory
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Cousins
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Crabtree
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crabtree
Ms. Rhonda Cranford
Curves - Duncan
Curves - Eastside
Mr. Alex Dacus
Mrs. Linda Davis
Denny’s
Mr. & Mrs. Walden Denton
Ms. Sara Dexter
Mr. Robby Dittmann
Ms. Anna Dowis
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Draper
Draxlmaier Automotive of America
Drury Hotels
Mrs. Shirley Duke
Ms. Jewell Dunn
Mr. Cameron Duthie
Ms. Leslie Duthie
Ms. Iris Earls
El Mexicano Restaurante
Ms. Ruthie Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Embry
Essex Village Church of Christ
Mrs. Angie Evans
Evergreen Marriott Conference Resort
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Everham
Family Kingdom Amusement Park
Fast Lube of Lyman
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Ferguson
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Flat Rock Playhouse
Ms. Amy Fletcher
Food Lion  - Lyman
Four Season Hotel Atlanta
Furman University Golf Club
Furniture Liquidators
Gamecock Athletics
Gastonia Church of Christ
Ms. Eleanore Gleba
Dr. George Glenn
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Glymph
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Ms. Linda Graham
Greer Community Ministries
Dr. & Mrs. Donald Gregory
Hair It Is, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hatchette
Ms. Kim Hautamaki
Helping Hands Crochet Club Apalache 
Baptist Church
Mr. & Mrs. Darvin Helvy
Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Henderson
Henderson Church of Christ
Ms. Vicki Herring
Mrs. Lisa Hewitt
Mr. Walter Hewitt
Mrs. Janice Hewitt
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hinson
Hogphatt’s BBQ
Hollywild Animal Park
Ms. Mary Holmesley
Home Depot, Greer
Ms. Mary Ellen Homesley
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Huntley
Hurricane Martial Arts Center
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Johnson
Ms. Susan Justice
Ms. Judy Keller
Mr. Gerald Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Kinley
Keystone Clinic of Chiropractic
KidSenses Children’s Interactive 
Museum
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kimberly
Lancaster Church of Christ
Lear Seating Corporation
Life Song Church
Link’s Body Shop
Links O’Tryon
Mr. & Mrs. David Lunsford
MagiQuest
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Manning
Ms. Lorraine Martin
Mauldin Church of Christ
Meadowbrook Golf Club
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Melton
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Meusc
Middle Tyger YMCA
Ms. Jennifer Million
Mr. & Mrs. Don Morasco
Morrisette
Mr. Seth Mull
Mr. & Mrs. William Mull
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nahooikaika
NaturChem, Inc.
Mr. Glen Nichols
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Tyler Nodine
Northgate Freewill Baptist
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Nunnely
Ocean Ridge Plantation Golf, Inc.
Ms. Ashlee O’Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Osgood
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Page
Ms. Davii Parris
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Perkins
Pest Management Solutions
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Pharr
Mrs. Ona Pitts
Mr. Paul Pitts
Publix - Duncan
Mr. &  Mrs. Randall Raines

Memorials

6 spring 2014

Redeemer Lutheran Church
Ms. Laurie Ridgeway
Ripley’s Aquarium
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens
Riverside Church of Christ
Roper Mountain Science Center
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Shedrick
Shelby Church of Christ
Sims B B Q
Sims Tire & Service Center
Skins Hotdogs
Ms. Rolanda Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Snoddy
Ms. Erin Soria
South Carolina Stingrays Hockey Team
Southeast Sports Chiropractic
Southern Hospitality
Spartan Bakery
Spartanburg Athletic Club
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Streetman
Ms. Kathy Streetman
Taylor’s Team
TBONZ Management, Inc.
The Children’s Museum of the Upstate
The Fresh Market
The Melting Pot
The Preserve at Verdae
Reidville Presbyterian Church
Ms. Mabelle Thompson
Ms. Keri Thuerson
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Tyree
USC Office of Athletics Compliance
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Utter
Ms. Beth Valone
Ms. Linda Waldrop
Ms. Lorraine Walker
Walnut Lane Inn
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Walton
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Warner
Wells Fargo Bank
Mr. David West
Mr. Doug Westbury
Wild Water/Water & Race Theme
Ms. Lois Williams
Windsor Lake Church of Christ
Mrs. Jackie Winston
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Womack
Ms. Mary Wood
Wood Group
Woodley’s Gardan Center
Zaxby’s of Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Zimmerman

Snow day!
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