
50th anniversary year!
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After victory, battle 
continues

An early 
homecoming 

Three ministry 
opportunities

Also ...

Join us as we celebrate a half-century of serving
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Hope! is a publication of Southeastern 
Children’s Home, Robert Kimberly, 
Executive Director. 

We can be reached by mail at Post Office 
Box 339, 115 Children’s Way, Duncan, SC 
29334, by phone at 864.439.0259, and 
online at sech.org.

Contact  us!
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By Robert Kimberly 
Executive Director 

Sometimes in life, you have 
to take a stand. 

This year, Southeastern 
Children’s Home celebrates 
its 50th Anniversary. For 
50 years, we’ve worked 
alongside the state of South 
Carolina to provide homes 
for children that have been 
abused or neglected. For 
50 years, we have practiced 
The Great Commission by 
introducing young people to 
Godly principles. For 50 years, we’ve tried 
our best to be the hands and feet of Jesus.

Yet, times are changing. Recently, the 
South Carolina Department of Social 
Services threatened to revoke a faith-based 
agency’s child-placing license if it did not 
end its practice of only licensing Christian 
foster parents. This agency, Miracle Hill 
Ministries, has been a close ally and friend 
of ours for many years. After the state of 
South Carolina made this decision, our 
board of trustees voted to support Miracle 
Hill in its battle with the government’s 
decision. Lines were drawn. We started to 
prepare for a huge argument and possible 
litigation.

Thankfully, in March, the disagreement 
was temporarily resolved when Governor 
McMaster signed an executive order which 
protects faith-based agencies such as ours. 
The governor’s order states that the State 
has “no compelling interest in limiting faith-
based organizations’ participation as CPAs 
[Child Placement Agencies].”

After victory, battle continues
Faith-based child placement agencies face ongoing challenges

“While this is a victory 

for all faith-based 

organizations in our 

state, we aren’t foolish 

enough to think this is 

the final battle. ”

Robert Kimberly

While this is a victory for all faith-based 
organizations in our state, we aren’t foolish 
enough to think this is the final battle. 
Unfortunately, faith-based agencies will 
likely continue to be scrutinized and 
subjected to ongoing disagreements.

Please continue to pray for our ministry 
as we seek to serve vulnerable young men 
and women in our state. 

Also, please consider attending our 
50th Anniversary Banquet on December 
1st in Greer, SC. This is an event worth 
celebrating. Tickets can be purchased by 
visiting our website at sech.org. Come 
witness the lives that have been changed in 
our 50 years of service.

Thank you for standing with us during 
this tumultuous time.

Sincerely,

On the cover:  
15-year-old 
MacKenzie came 
to Southeastern 
this year. She’s 
a freshman at 
Byrnes High 
School, loves 
helicopters, and 
wants to be a 
pilot. 

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home

1



Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Hager 
Ms. Jeri Hall 
Mr. & Mrs. Walt Hamilton 
Ms. Tonya Hanke 
Mrs. Tammy Hannon 
Mr. Jim Hanson 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Harmon 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Harrelson 
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Harris 
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Hayes 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Hayter 
Mr. & Mrs. Darvin Helvy 
Mr. Matthew Henderson 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Hill , III
Mr. Ed Hipp 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hokanson 
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Holt 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Holt , Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Holton 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hooper 
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Hoover 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Hopkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Hopkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Horne 
Ms. Virginia Hovis 
Mrs. Cynthia Hudson 
Mr. Austin Hutchison 
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hyneman 
Mrs. Marion Inabinett 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Inness 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Jarrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Jarrell 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Jeffers 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Jennings 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Jennings 
Ms. Carole Jessup 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Johnson 
Ms. Sharon Johnson 
Ms. Judy Joines 
Mr. and Dr. Mitchell Jolley 
Mr. & Mrs. Clif Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jopson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Jordan 
Ms. Shirley Kaasa 
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Kale 
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Keen 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Keller 
Mr. & Mrs. David Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Killian 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kimberly 
Ms. Denise Klatt 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Knight 
Ms. Irene Kocisko , IV
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Koger 
Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Krantz 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Lamm 
Mrs. Arva LaMunyon 
Mr. Carl Lancaster 
Ms. Kelly Land 
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Lawson 
Ms. Diana Leader 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Ledford 
Mr. & Mrs. William Leggitt 
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lewis 
Mrs. Joyce Lienert 
Mrs. Shirley Lineberger 
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Lisby 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Loftis 
Mr. & Mrs. Dwayne Lognion , Jr.
Mr. Maxey Love 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Luttrell 
Ms. Katie Mallak 
Mr. Steve Malone 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. W. L. Manning 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Mantie 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Marshall 
Ms. Dee Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Martin 
Mr. Warren Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Massey 
Dr. & Mrs. Rick Mathis 
Mr. Stan Matthews 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Matthews 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McBride , Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. John McCall , Jr.
Mr. W. McClellan 
Mr. & Mrs. William McCormick 
Mr. & Mrs. L. Bruce McCoy 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken McCullough 
Mr. Blake McCullough 
Mr. Leroy McIntosh 
Mr. & Mrs. Bob McNeil 
Mr. & Mrs. James McSwain 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Medlock 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Melton 
Mrs. Katherine Merrill 
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Merritt 
Ms. Mary Messa 
Mr. Stephen Michael 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Midyette 
Ms. Jan Mikutowicz 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Miles 
Ms. Ella Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Morris 
Ms. Jo Morris , Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Bennie Moseley 
Mr. Todd Mulkey 
Mr. Maurice Mull 
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Murphree 
Dr. Mark Murphy 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Estes Myers 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nahooikaika 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Nail 
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Newell , Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Nichols 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Nicholson 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Niemitalo 

Contributors

N
ov

e
m

b
e

r 1
3,

 2
0

17
 t

o
 M

ay
 1

, 2
0

18

Houseparents
Have you considered devoting a period of your life to a ministry committed to 

helping troubled children? Look no further... Southeastern Children’s Home is 
located in the upstate of South Carolina between Spartanburg and Greenville, at the base 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. SECH has an immediate opening for houseparents to live in 
a cottage on the 50 acre campus and care for up to 6 adolescent children. Both husband 
and wife are employed by SECH. Competitive salaries, paid time off, medical insurance, 
24 hour backup and support by case manager staff, housing, utilities, food allowance, gas 
allowance, and van for work use are provided. This area offers top-notch public schools with 
competitive sports teams, an award winning marching band, orchestra, and other fine arts 
selections. The agency enjoys a good relationship with the school system. In addition, the 
agency provides 50% of the family membership rate to the local YMCA, which allows for 
indoor exercise and swimming year round. Seeking ministry minded Christian couples with 
strong marriages and team spirits. To learn more about Southeastern, go to sech.org.

Director of  Development
JOB DESCRIPTION: The Director of Development is responsible for 

planning, implementing, and administering a comprehensive fund development 
program for Southeastern Children’s Home (SECH). The Director of Development is also 
personally active in face-to-face cultivation and engagement of prospects and donors. 
The Director of Development will report to the Executive Director – or whom the Executive 
Director may specify – any and all concerns related to development. The Director of 
Development will maintain a professional and ethical relationship with all entities contacted 
on behalf of SECH. Seeking full-time ministry minded Christian with a team spirit. 

QUALIFICATIONS: Person of integrity and enthusiasm; BS or BA degree or 3-5 
years of experience in fund development; Certified Fundraising Professional or willing 
to earn certification; Commitment to spiritually-based mission of SECH; Desire to grow 
professionally and personally; Basic computer skills in word processing, spreadsheets, and 
database; Working knowledge of donor tracking software; Demonstrates commitment and 
competency in web-based communications, including social networking; Demonstrates 
commitment and competency in web-based prospect research; Basic understanding of 
bookkeeping principles and marketing concepts; No criminal record and has never been 
substantiated as the perpetrator in an abuse or neglect case; Must hold a valid driver’s 
license and should have auto insurance with limits as suggested by SECH policy.

Director of  Counseling Services
JOB DESCRIPTION: The Director’s basic general function is to oversee 

the daily operation of the Southeastern Children’s Home Counseling Center. This 
may include staffing, budgeting, maintaining of files and licenses, training, obtaining 

contracts, supervision of other counselors, and counseling. Provide direct mental health 
services (including but not limited to) conducting assessments, individual/group/family 
counseling and crisis interventions to clients. The Director will report to the Executive 
Director – or whom the Executive Director may specify – any and all concerns related to the 
center.

QUALIFICATIONS: SC licensure as a Licensed Master Social Worker (LSMW), Licensed 
Independent Social Worker (LISW) or Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) preferred with a 
minimum of 2 years’ experience in counseling. Seeking full-time ministry minded Christian 
with a team spirit.

Three ministry

1

2

3

opportunities
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Mission accomplished:  an early homecoming
Reuniting a family is one of the best 

experiences here at Southeastern Children’s 
Home.

We’re happy to announce that J’len, one 
of our residents, was reunited with his 
mother this month.

J’len was originally removed from his 
home because of some deep-rooted issues 
with one particular family member. After 
being removed from his home, J’len’s poor 
behavior and emotional issues led him to 
being placed at Southeastern Children’s 
Home.

“Initially, J’len was incredibly defiant,” 
SECH Case Manager Matt Howland said. “He 
never took responsibility for his actions. 
Everything was always someone else’s fault, 

and he allegedly couldn’t help who he was. 
He would have violent outbursts at the 
home and in school.”

Over time, J’len began to adapt and make 
small changes.

“J’len was great with our 3-yr old son, 
Zander,” House-Mom Rebecca Caroon said. 
“Some of our boys have a hard time coping 
with Zander, but J’len was like a big brother. 
We all miss J’len, but Zander is really going 
to miss him.”

One of our goals at Southeastern 
Children’s Home is to reunite children with 
their families when the time is appropriate. 
In J’len’s case, his mother moved out of 
a dangerous situation and was able to 
complete her court-ordered treatment plan. 

J’len reunited with mother ahead of schedule

3

Southeastern residents Noah, 
Brooklynn, J’len, Izzy, Erin, and Kylie 

enjoy a January snow day.
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Mission accomplished:  an early homecoming
J’len reunited with mother ahead of schedule

spring/summer 20184

Ultimately, the goal is to help 
the family so that the child 

never re-enters the court 
system. 

“I really wasn’t 
expecting to move 
back with my 
mother so soon,” 
J’len said. “I’m 
excited, but I also 
kind of want to 

stay because I love 
this place and the 

people here. The staff 
and the other kids make 

this place really special. I’m 
definitely going to come back and 

visit. This is a great place to be.”
Like J’len, we have mixed emotions. We’re sad to see 

him leave, but we’re excited for his future in a safe and 
happy home. 
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Wish list 
Southeastern gladly accepts donations and here 

are a few things we need in particular:

• Twin-size blankets

• first aid supplies

•  used vehicles 

• deodorant 

• household cleaning supplies
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 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Watson
TROY WELCH
 Mr. & Mrs. James B. Edwards
VICKI LEE WALDREP
 Lancaster Church of Christ
PANSEY WITT
 Ms. Rebecca Harper
BUD & MYRTLE WRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
MYRTLE WRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Collier
PAIGE C. WRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Terry Bailey
DAVID WYATT
 Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wyatt
BILL YONCE
 Ms. Lucille Yonce
BILL YOUNG
Mr. & Mrs. John Duncan

In honor of
JIM & VIRGINIA EDWARDS
 Mr. Lamar McEachern
JANE K. FARLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley, Jr. 
 Mr. & Mrs. John Farley
SUSAN FREEBOLD
 Mr. & Mrs. Erik Adkinson
HANNAH JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
SETH JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
TOMMY & LINDA JOHNSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
BARBARA KOHLER
 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson
JOE MANNING
 Mr. & Mrs. John Wade
WANDA MARTIN
 Mr. Lawrence A. Hahn
PATRICIA NIGH
 Mr. & Mrs. Brett Nigh
 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
MAX & BETSY NIGH
 Mr. John McWilliams 
KAY SMITH
 Mrs. Graydon Gannaway
BARRY & TRACY VAN HAMME
 Mr. & Mrs. John Wade
CHARLES WEAVER & FAMILY
 Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Putnam

In honor of  birthday

VICKI BAGWELL
 Ms. Kellie Bagwell Alison 
 Ms. Dell Bagwell
 Ms. Vicki Bagwell
 Ms. Anna Daniel
 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Everett
 Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Fletcher 
 Mr. Alan Lee
 Mrs. Lori Tripp
RUTHIE ELLIOTT
 Ms. Mary Messa

In-kind gifts
4 Points Church
A Classic Salon
Aberdeen Church of Christ
Advantage Insurance Agency, LLC
Alabama Theatre at Barefoot Landing
Apalache Baptist Church
Atlanta Evergreen Marriott Conference 
Resort
Bacon Brothers a Public House

BB&T
Bella Latte

Bert’s Automotive
BMW Manufacturing Co.
Breaking Bread for Jesus
Bremen Church of Christ
Callaway Golf Foundation
Carolina Fresh Farms
Carolyn’s Florals and 

Baskets
Central Church of Christ

Centre Stage
Charlotte Avenue Church 

of Christ
Chimney Rock State Park

Church of Christ on Hilton Head Island
Circle K
Clemson Church of Christ
Climb Upstate
Corinth Church of Christ
Cornerstone Baptist Church
Daily Bread Ministries
Deal Mart
Denny’s Corporation
DollyWood
Double Spring Baptist Church
Draexlmaier
Drury Hotels
El Mexicano Restaurante
El Primo Mexican Restaurant
Elite Car Rental
Essex Village Church of Christ
Expo Logistics
Family Kingdom Amusement Park
Fast Lube of Lyman
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Firstcall
Friendship Baptist Church of Lyman
Fuddruckers
Game Day BBQ
Gastonia Church of Christ
Gilmore Entertainment
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Golden Strip Church of Christ
Grace United Methodist Church
Grahams Ice Cream Co.
Grand Strand Church of Christ
Greenville Drive
Greenwood Church of Christ
Harley Davidson Of Greenville
Hayssen Flexible Systems
Henderson Church of Christ
Hendersonville Church of Christ
Holland Park Church of Christ
Homegrown Hospitality Group
Hope Church
Jasmine Title Agency
Lancaster Church of Christ

Memorials
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Lear Seating Corporation
Legacy Outreach Church
Lexington Church of Christ
Liberty United Methodist Church
Lindsay Reeve Roberts
Link’s Body Shop
Long Creek Church of Christ
Lyman United Methodist Church
MAIREC Precious Metals U.S. Inc
Marriott Greenville
Mauldin Church of Christ
McDonalds - AMC Management Corp.
Merrell’s Pizza
Middle Tyger Area Lions Club
Middle Tyger YMCA
Montage Palmetto Bluff
Mountain Island Church of Christ
Northgate Freewill Baptist
Palmetto Church of Christ
Papa John’s Pizza
Paradise Lanes Family Entertainment
Pest Management Solutions
Poplar Springs Baptist Church
Reflections
Reidville Presbyterian Church
Reidville Road United Methodist Church
Ripley’s Attractions of Myrtle Beach
River Falls Florist
Riverbanks Zoo and Gardens
Roper Music
Rufuge Outreach Ministry
Secured Advantage
Seneca Church of Christ
Sharon United Methodist Church
Shelby Church of Christ
Skins Hotdogs
South Carolina
South Carolina Stingrays Hockey Team
South Fork Church of Christ
Spartan Security Systems
St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
Staubli Corporation
Sticky Fingers Smokehouse
Taylor Auto Sales, Inc.
Taylor’s First Baptist Church
The Bryant Center
The Children’s Museum of the Upstate
The Mellow Mushroom
The Melting Pot
The Preserve at Verdae
The Spartanburg Little Theatre
The Spice Diner
The Westin Poinsett
Tony’s Pizza
Upstate Church of Christ
West Jefferson Church of Christ
White Oak Manor
Windsor Lake Church of Christ
WonderWorks
Woodland Church of Christ
Woodley’s Garden Center
Zaxby’s of Duncan
Zoar United Methodist Church

Volunteers
Apalache Ladies group 
Mrs. Olivia Shedrick 
Mrs. Crystal Smith 
Mrs. Wanda Martin
Mrs. Suzanne Vansplinter 
Ms. Annabelle Vansplinter 
Ms. Magnum Greer
Mrs. Melita McCaskill 
Mrs. Lori Tripp and Nathan 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Davis
Ms. Tracey & Samantha Link
Ms. Darlene Cole
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Hilton

The Brown Family
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Whitener
Ms. Beth Evans
Ms. Tonya Ferguson
Ms. Eddie Thompson
Greer Magnum
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Hewitt
Ms. Joann Hand 
Androw Abdelnour
Ms. Judy Bryant
Ms. Sue Robertson
The Brown Family
Ms. Tracy Murphree
Ms. Jean Gosnell
Ms. Kathy Bartholomew
Ms. Claudia Robertson
Teens from Central church of Christ
Ms. Denise Brooks
Ms. Donna Foster
Ms. Jill Ritchings
Ms. Sue Wiegond
Ms. Judy Keller
Mr. Jason Ferguson
Ms. Eula Blackshear
Mr. Jonathan Senn
Mr. Mike Etters Outreach Legacy
Children from Legacy Church
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson
The National Guard
Ms. Shanda Mays 
Ms. Natashe Mays
Ms. Jessica, Aleigha, Austin & Abby 

Oman
Ducan Police Department
Ms. Mariana Davis
Ms. Kathryn Davis
Ms. Talyr Davis
Ms. Terry Stephenson
Mr. TJ Thigpen

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home
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ANNIVERSARY
C E L E B R A T I O N

Congratulations to our new sisters 
in Christ, Izzy and Brooklynn.R
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ANNUAL REPORT
FAITH

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS  
OF SERVING CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN OUR REGION.

S E M I - F O R M A L D I N N E R 

RSVP TO CHRISTY AT 864.439.0259 
OR VISIT SECH.ORG

204 CANNON ST. 
GREER, SC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 • 6PM

2017
Financial statement
Income
Program Support Payments ........................$513,074
Grants & Reimbursements ............................. $64,172
Contributions & Donations ..........................$546,421

Subtotal $1,123,667

Expenses
Program services for children .....................$829,860
Support services, utilities, insurance .........$128,824
Development expenses .................................. $22,919
Transfer to investment .................................$125,000

Subtotal $1,106,603

Net income $17,064

Counseling sessions .............................................. 399

Baptisms ........................................................................1

Children served ........................................................ 32

$35
INDIVIDUAL 

TICKET

$250
SPONSOR TABLE OF 8
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