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A simple mission

New year, new focus
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opportunity for 
foster parents



newness of spring is indeed coming. 
And I believe all of us must remem-
ber that. The children we serve at 
SECH each day 
have all experi-
enced darkness 
in their lives 
– some suffer 
from diagnos-
able conditions 
like SAD, while 
others have had 
their trauma 
manifest itself 
in other forms, 
both diagnos-
able and undi-
agnosable.

It’s something they live with every 
single day. But what we try to do is 
remind them that spring – whether 
the literal season of spring that be-
gins on March 20 or a more figurative 
season of newness that comes in the 
form of a Savior who promises in the 
book of Revelation that He is “making 
everything new” – is indeed coming. 
We try to show them that things can 
get better and that the darkness in 
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By Brad Brooks,  
Executive Director

One of my favorite things about 
living in South Carolina is that we get 
to experience all four seasons here 
in the Palmetto State. While some 
would argue that’s not necessarily 
a good thing, or that the heat and 
humidity of July and August makes 
one of those seasons feel much lon-
ger than the others, I would still say 
that we get all four seasons in this 
state and that’s a good thing. I like 
cooler weather and I’m a football fan, 
so there is something very special 
about the fall months for me. 

But the transition from the shorter 
and seemingly darker days of Janu-
ary and February to the longer and 
brighter days of March and April is 
almost invigorating for me. And I 
know I’m not alone. A good friend of 
mine suffers from Seasonal Affective 
Disorder (with the very appropriate 
acronym, SAD), which is a very real 
mood disorder that affects more than 
3 million people in the US. It is often 
the case that those who suffer from 
SAD find the late winter months to 
be particularly problematic for them. 
It is during those months when the 
depression symptoms can be at their 
worst, leaving the person feeling as if 
there is no hope and that the brighter 
and sunnier days of the spring and 
summer months will never arrive.

When I check in with my friend to 
see how he’s doing during those dark 
winter months, I always try to remind 
him that those brighter and sunnier 
days of spring are coming. The dark 
days of winter won’t last forever; the 
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“... Because of you, 
we can share the 
message of Jesus 
with children who 
might never know 
about brighter 
days  ...”
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“... The children  
we serve at  
SECH each 

day have all 
experienced 
darkness in  

their lives  ...“
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newness of life that Jesus promises 
us is available as well. Thank you 
for the support you offer that gives 
our children the opportunity to have 
both!

Sincerely,

Brad Brooks
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their lives does not have to last for-
ever. We love and care for them with 
the love and care of Jesus, who also 
tells us in Revelation that through 
Him we are all victorious because He 
“will be [our] God and [we] will be His 
children.” 

Because of you and your continued 
support of SECH, we can share the 
message of Jesus with children who 
might otherwise never know about 
brighter days. The newness that the 
spring season brings each year is 
coming. It will be here soon. And the 
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from the other SECH staff members 
about social services and about 
ministry. Additionally, I want to learn 
from our residents. They have all 
had vastly different life experiences 
from mine, and I can learn a lot from 
simply listening to them tell their 
stories.

As a new college graduate, I am 
so thankful for this job opportunity. 
I have already 
grown so 
much during 
my time here. I 
will take what 
I am learning 
here with me 
throughout 
my entire 
career. More 
importantly, I 
have gotten 
to know some 
amazing kids 
and teenagers.

I am beyond excited that I get to 
witness the work God is doing here 
at Southeastern Children’s Home.
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By Caitlin Harbuck,  
Case Manager

The mission of Southeastern 
Children’s Home as I have come to 
understand it is simple – to serve 
and minister to kids. Each staff 
member at SECH is completely 
devoted to this mission. That is why 
I feel so blessed and excited to be 
starting my career here. I love the 
ministry of SECH because everyone 
we serve here is viewed wholistically. 
We do not focus only on the physical 
needs of the children and teenagers 
we serve just as we do not focus 
only on their spiritual needs. Instead, 
our program cares for our residents 
physically, emotionally, mentally and 
spiritually. James 2:26 states that 
faith without works is dead. SECH 
aims to combine faith and works in 
order to accurately depict Christ-like 
love to those in our care.

I began working for Southeastern 
for the first time back in 2021 as a 
summer intern. Starting in October of 
2022, I worked part time as a Social 
Services Associate. After graduating 
college in December with a Bachelor 
of Science in Psychology, I began 
working full time at SECH as a case 
manager. I hope to accomplish a 
few things in my new role here. My 
biggest goal as a case manager is 
relationship building. I have such 
a unique opportunity in this job to 
show love to a group of children 
and adolescents who have likely 
not been loved well in the past. 
Every child who walks through our 
doors has experienced some type 
of trauma. My hope is that I can be a 
safe place for our residents. My other 
goal in this job is to learn from those 
around me. I have so much to learn 

New Case Manager begins her journey of service, 
ministry, and learning at Southeastern

“... My biggest 
goal as a case 
manager is 
relationship 
building ...”

”... SECH aims 
to combine 

faith and 
works in order 
to accurately 

depict Christ-like 
love to those in 

our care ...” 

A mission to serve and minister to children
the newsletter of southeastern children’s home
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Thank you to the Gold Hill Road Church of Christ for the work, food, and fellowship!

NEEDS

Wish list 
Southeastern gladly accepts donations 

and here are a few things we need in 

particular:

• Paper towels

• Disinfectant wipes

• Liquid laundry detergent

• Dependable used vehicles 

JOBOPENINGS

Employment  opportunity Southeastern Children’s Home is 
seeking ministry-minded Christian 

couples with strong marriages and 

team spirits to serve as foster parents. 

The couple will receive a monthly 

foster care stipend and live in a cottage 

and care for up to 5 foster children. Paid 

time-off, medical insurance, 24-hour 

backup and support by social work 

staff, housing, utilities, food allowance, 

gas allowance, and van for work use 

are provided.

A mission to serve and minister to children



By Robyn Smith,  
Case Manager

When children enter our program, they are already 
facing a challenging and emotionally taxing situation. 
Losing their homes, their families and their sense of 
stability can be traumatic, and it is the responsibility of 
our program and the Department of Social Services to 
ensure that children are cared for in a safe and sup-
portive environment.

One of the most important aspects of this care is 
keeping siblings together when they are taken out 
of their home. For children who have already lost so 
much, the bond with their siblings can provide a cru-
cial sense of security and continuity. Being separated 
from siblings can intensify the feelings of isolation 
and loss that children already experience when being 
taken away from their family, and can have long-term 
negative effects on their emotional and psychological 
well-being.

At SECH, we have been able to see what plac-
ing siblings together can do for a child’s mental and 
emotional well-being. This year we have been able 

to unite 
two sibling 
groups, so 
they can re-
main under 
the same 
roof. The joy 
that this has 
brought to 
the children 
and our 
program is 
indescrib-
able.

Studies have shown that siblings who are placed to-
gether are more likely to maintain a sense of family unity 
and identity. They can support and comfort each other 
during difficult times and can provide a sense of belong-
ing that is essential for children who have been uproot-
ed from their homes. When siblings are separated, they 
may become anxious or depressed and may struggle to 
build relationships with new caregivers or peers.
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Ms. Tonya Rodgers
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Rogers
Ms. Marsha Rogers
Ms. Patricia Ross
Ms. Rhonda Rusch
Ms. Elizabeth Rush
Mr. Wesley Russell
Mr.& Mrs. Daniel Russian
Mr. & Mrs. Surf Russian
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Salley
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sanderson
Mrs. Shirley Satterfield
Mr. Willie Saulsby
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Scott
Mrs. Robert Scott
Ms. Latonya Scott
Ms. Debbie Scott
Mr. Lowell Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sebastian
Mr. Jerry Senn
Mr. William Sessions
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Seymour
Ms. Susan Shepler
Ms. Jane Sherbert
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Shreeve

New year, new focus: family, stability, and consistency
“...One of the 
most important 
aspects of this 
care is keeping  
siblings 
together ...”

Contributors
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MAX & BETSY NIGH 
 Jill & Shannon McWilliams
SENECA CHURCH OF CHRIST 

ELDERS:
SKIP HAGUEWOOD, BENTLY 

WIGLEY,
STEVE LOFTIS, RICKY CLARK
 Mrs. James McCoy

In Honor of Birthday
JOE ETHEL ROGERS
 Mr. & Mrs. James Burley

In-kind gifts
Alpha Epsilon Sorority
Angelic Graphics/Amazing 

Threads
Bruster’s
Busy Bee Guild
Davis Printing & Embroidery
Draxlmaier Automotive
Dr. Derek Dunlap
Greenville Oral Surgery
Jasmine Title Agency
Lear Seating Corporation
Long Horn Steakhouse
Merrell’s Pizza
Middle Tyger YMCA
Not The Victim
Preferred Home Service
Rieter America, LLC
Sims Tire & Muffler
Spartanburg Scale Modelers
State Farm Ins. - Monty Kirby
Tony’s Pizza
Wabtech Corp.
WalMart
White Oak Manor
Abner Creek Baptist Church
Aiken Church of Christ
Bluffton Church of Christ
Central Church of Christ, Durham, 

NC
Central Church of Christ, 

Spartanburg, SC
Essex Village Church of Christ
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Golden Strip Church of Christ
Holland Park Church
Lancaster Church of Christ
Liberty Hill UMC
Mauldin Church of Christ
Point of Life Church
Seneca Church of Christ
Sharon United Methodist Church
Shelby Church of Christ
Shiloh Baptist Church
St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
The Garden
Windsor Lake Church of Christ
Zoar United Methodist Church
Ms. Rita Apt
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Ashley
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Audia
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Ayers
Ms. Lorraine Barksdale
Mr. & Mrs. William Bathgate
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Bird
Ms. Denise Blankenship.
Ms. Martha Boland
Mrs. Gloria Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright
Ms. Aimee Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Brittain
Ms. Sharon Brobeck
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford Brooks
Ms. Ellie Brooks
Mrs. Ashland Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ric Brown
Mr. & Mrs.David Buchanan
Ms. Robbie Burnside
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Milon Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Cannon
Ms. Trudie Caraway
Mrs. Sharon Carey
Ms. Krista Carey
Rev. & Mrs. Jim Carpenter
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Clark
Ms. Courtney Cochran
Mr. & Mrs. Marshall Cole
Ms Debbie Cole
Ms. Melinda Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Crabtree
Mr. Steve Crittendon
Mr. & Mrs. Osvaldo Custodio, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Davis
Ms. Lynne Davis
Ms. MichelleDawkins
Mrs. Shelby Denton
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Dever
Ms. Susan Domnitz
Ms. Brandy Dover
Ms. Shirley Duke
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Edwards
Ms. Ruthie Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Everham
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Evers
Ms. Celicia Fair
Ms. Nabilah Farhan
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Ferguson
Mr. Adam Finley
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Fitch

BETTY GARRISON
  Ms. Juanita Mitchell
 Ms. Cynthia Landrum
LARRY GIBSON
 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
DAVID HANCOCK
 Mrs. Donna Thigpen
ERNIE HARRISON
 Mr. & Mrs. John Harrison
BILL HICKERSON
 Ms. Sharon Johnson 
ROB ROY HONEYCUTT, Jr.
 Mr. & Mrs. A. Lee Brewer
 Ms. Brenda Brown
 Ms. Carolyn Carter
CPT. DAVID HORTMAN
 Mr. & Mrs. Neil Martin
JOAN HYSLOP
 Church of Christ at Gold Hill 

Road
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
ALLEN INNESS
 Church of Christ at Gold Hill 

Road
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
WES & PEGGY KIMBERLY
 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Curry
BILL LaFEVER
           Mr. & Mrs. Bill 

Fitzpatrick 
JEAN LANGFORD
 Church of Christ at Gold Hill 

Road
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
TOM LEDBETTER
 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
JIM MCCOY
 Mrs. Charlotte McCoy
ROGER MCCURLEY
 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
LUTHER MCGAHEE
 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
JOELLA MICHAEL
 Mr. Randy Gore
PHYLLIS MURRAY
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
PATRICIA NIGH
 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh
SYLVIA NORTHAM
 Mr. Wendle Northam

MICKIE OLIVER
 Ms. Virginia Norwood
THOMAS OSBORN
 Ms. Jeanne Osborn
TONY OSTEEN
 Ms. Darlene Osteen
HUGH & MARTHA PALMER
 Ms. Martha Davis
THOMAS D. PERRY
 Ms. Denise Perry
RICHARD RADEMACHER, Sr.
 Mr. Thomas M. Campbell & Terri 

Rowe
KEVIN REEVES
 St. Andrews Road Church of 

Christ
IOLA “YVONNE” ROHR
 Mr. Phillip Aycock
 Ms. Penelope Karagounis
 Chris Sardelli 
 Ms. Sheri Vick
 Mrs. Krista Hupp
WILLIAM TIM RUBLE
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
TED RUSH
 Ms. Elizabeth Rush
STEVE SAPPE
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
STEVE SHELTON
 Mr. & Mrs. Larry Cox 
 Church of Christ at Gold Hill 

Road
 Ms. Linda Hill
 Ms. Stephanie Rainwater
JOHN STANLEY
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Johnson
MILDRED STATON
 Mr. Kenneth Hyder
HERBERT STEPHENS
 Mr. Thomas M. Campbell & Terri 

Rowe
BRAD SWEAT
 Mr. Raymond Dicks
TOMMY SWEAT
 Mr. Raymond Dicks
BARBARA VON HELMS
 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
MACK WEATHERINGTON
 Mr. Lowell Scott
MYRTLE WRIGHT
 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Cockrell

DAVID WYATT
 Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wyatt
HASKELL M. YENNY, Jr.
 Ms. Patricia J. Yenny
KENNETH DEWEY YOUNG
 Mr. & Mrs. Brad Brooks
 Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Harbuck
 Mr. & Mrs. Al Kunkle
 Ms. Velma Harbuck

In Honor of 
VICKI BAGWELL
 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Everett
BRAD BROOKS
 Ms. Susan Underwood
JIM & SANDRA CAIN
 Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel Butler
JESSE EUGENE CAMPBELL
 Mr. Thomas M. Campbell, Sr. &
 Mrs. Terri Rowe
JEANNIE FOWLER CAMPBELL
 Mr. Thomas M. Campbell, Sr. &
 Mrs. Terri Rowe
THE COLE FAMILY
 Ms. Donna Cole
BAXTER DEADMON
 Ms. Vicki Deadmon
DR. DEREK T. DUNLAP, DMD
 From the Office Staff and 

Patrons for Christmas
LAURA ANNE EDGE
 Ms. Kerry Dillon
VIRGINIA ANN R. EDWARDS
 Mr. Lamar P. McEachern
JANE K. FARLEY
 Mr. Jim Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. John Farley
 Mr. & Mrs. William Nevins
 Ms. Margaret Todd
THE JEFFERS FAMILY
 Ms. Linda Hill
CECILE GODFREY
 Mr. & Mrs. Jon Adams
ROBERT KIMBERLY
 Mr. & Mrs. Greg Mason
MONIQUE McDANIELS
 Mr. & Mrs. James Burley
JOLENE MCKENZIE
 Ms. Kelly Garcia
THE MCDERMOTT FAMILY
 Ms. Linda Hill 

New year, new focus: family, stability, and consistency
In addition to the emotional benefits of keeping sib-

lings together, there are also practical considerations. 
Programs and families who can take in sibling groups 
are less likely to face placement disruptions, as they are 
better equipped to handle the unique needs and dynam-
ics of a larger family unit. Furthermore, keeping siblings 
together can reduce the need for multiple placements, 
which can be traumatic for children who are already ex-
periencing instability and uncertainty.

Despite these benefits, keeping siblings together is not 
always easy. There may be logistical challenges, such as 
finding placements with enough space for multiple chil-
dren or finding a family that is willing and able to care for 
siblings with complex needs. However, the importance 
of sibling relationships cannot be overstated, and it is 
the responsibility of the child welfare system to prioritize 
the well-being of children by keeping siblings together 
whenever possible.

New year ... new focus: By prioritizing the importance 
of sibling relationships, Southeastern Children’s home, 
and the child welfare system can provide better care and 
support for children in need.

Ms. Brande Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Free
Mrs. Nancy Fulmer
Ms. Mia Godbee
Mr. Kamron Good
Ms. Jean Gray
Ms. Ashley Green
Ms. Donna Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Greer
Ms. Margaret Greer
Ms. Jean Greer
Mr. & Mrs. Max Gregory
Ms. Reva Griner
Mr. & Mrs. James Gully
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Habeger
Mrs. JoAnn Hand & The Mermaids
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Harrelson
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Hart
Ms. Lisa Hartnett
Ms. Debbie Hembree
Mr. Ed Hewitt
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Hogue
Mr. & Mrs. John Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. James Hopkins
Ms. Patricia Hornsby
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Hughes
Ms. Sandra Hughes
Ms. Diane Hutcherson
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Hyden
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hyneman
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Jopson
Dr. & Mrs. Russell Jurek
Ms. Rhonda Kirkland
Ms. Summer Koch
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Lawrie
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Lewis
Ms. Samantha Link
Mrs. Tracy Link
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Long
Ms. Sally Longway
Mr. & Mrs. David Lunsford
Ms. Dianne Malcom
Mr. Warren Martin
Mr. & Mrs. James Martin
Mr. Greg Martin
Ms. Nellie Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Mays
Ms. Brianna McCalla
Ms. Mallory McKnight
Mr. Vernon McMakin
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Medford
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Meilinger
Mr. Grant Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Morton
Ms. Erica Moseley
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Mosely
Mr. & Mrs. William Mull
Ms. Liz Myron
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Nicholson
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Mr. & Mrs. Donovan Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Nutt
Mr. Robert Page, Jr.
Mr. Roger Page
Mr. & Mrs. Preston Parker
Mr. & Mrs. David Parker
Ms. Martha Peebles
Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Pittman
Ms. Marie Pittman
Mr. Robert Powell
Mr. Jack Purviance
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rademacher
Ms. Kelly Rea
Ms. Shelly Rippy
Ms. Julie Robinson
Mrs. Terri Rowe
Mrs. Robert Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Guy Seymour
Mr. & Mrs. Yves Sidney
Ms. Kathy Sims
Mr. & Mrs. Cale Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Stewart
Ms. Shelba Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Taylor
Ms. Lenesia Terry
Ms. Keri Thureson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Troyer
Mr. & Mrs. Ted Van den Meiracher
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Waggoner
Ms. Jessica Walker
Ms. Lauren Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Waters
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Watson
Mr. Jim Watson
Mr. Michael Watson
Ms. Karyn Weidman
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Weldon
Mrs. Heidi Wenninger
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Whitener
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. David Wyatt
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