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During a visit in early January to one 
of our supporting congregations 
in the Charleston area, I noted to 
those in attendance that morning 
a major accomplishment at 
Southeastern Children’s Home. 
That accomplishment was this: the 
SECH campus 
was full; each 
on-campus 
foster home 
was maxed out 
in terms of both 
licensed foster 
parents and 
foster children. 
This was quite 
an improvement 
over where 
we had been 
just six months 
prior as we 
were officially 
transitioning 
into becoming 
a Foster Care Community. The 
response from that supporting 
church on that January morning 
was remarkable. The “Amens!” 

Hope! is a publication of Southeastern Children’s Home, Brad Brooks, Executive 
Director.  We can be reached by mail at 115 Children’s Way, Duncan, SC 29334,  
by phone at 864.439.0259, and by email at info@sech.org.

By Brad Brooks,  
Executive Director

In 1978, a preacher named Henry 
Smith wrote a song that I’m sure 
many of us know well. The song, 
entitled “Give Thanks,” begins like 
this: “Give thanks with a grateful 
heart, give thanks to the Holy One…” 
The story goes that while writing 
this song, Smith was enduring a 
particularly challenging time in 
his life. His eyesight was rapidly 
deteriorating, and he was struggling 
to find steady work. Among the 
verses that inspired Smith as he 
wrote this song were Joel 3:10, 
Ephesians 5:20, Colossians 3:15-16, 
and Revelation 2:9. The idea of giving 
thanks to God in all circumstances 
– no matter how good or bad - is 
evident in each of those verses, 
and throughout Smith’s simple yet 
beautiful song. 

Give thanks with a  grateful heart
Gratitude during the best and the worst of times

“... Thanks be to 
God for what 
He has done to 
bless our ministry 
at SECH, and 
thanks be to 
each of you  ...”
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“...  the children 
we serve at 

SECH know all 
about the bad 
times; many of 

them have been 
witnesses to 

the worst of the 
worst.  ...“
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quickly and loudly rang out from 
the audience, and I was moved 
by the outpouring of support and 
encouragement received. I was 
also moved in that moment to 
enthusiastically give thanks – to 
our staff at SECH, to our board of 
directors, to the church where I was 
speaking, to our supporters all across 
this nation, and most importantly to 
God. It was definitely something to 
celebrate.

But Smith’s song encourages 
us to give thanks no matter our 
circumstances, and the verses 
that inspired him to write his song 
echo that sentiment. It’s all about 
gratitude and giving thanks with a 
grateful heart - in the good times 
and the bad. Unfortunately, the 
children we serve at SECH know 
all about the bad times; many of 
them have been witnesses to the 
worst of the worst. They are certainly 
among those labeled “poor” and 
“weak” in Smith’s song. Fortunately, 
our staff and our licensed foster 
parents take very seriously the task 
of helping the “poor” become “rich,” 
and encouraging the “weak” to be 
“strong.” It is the work we do each 
and every day, and we are grateful 
to have the opportunity to do what 
we do. Thanks be to God for what 
He has done to bless our ministry 
at SECH, and thanks be to each of 
you for the support you provide that 
helps those who are “poor and weak” 
to become “rich and strong!”

Sincerely,

Brad Brooks
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by encouraging others to make a 
legacy gift to SECH. Legacy giving is 
often referred to as planned giving. 
Planned giving is the process in 
which someone creates a financial 
or estate plan in which they formally 
decide to give something of value 
to an organization at a future date. 
There are several ways in which one 
may leave a legacy gift:
• Charitable Bequest - Bequests 

are gifts that are made as part of 
a will or trust.

• Marketable Securities - 
Marketable securities are 
financial assets that can be easily 
bought and sold on a public 
market, such as stocks, bonds, 
and mutual funds.

• IRA Distributions - If you are 70 
1/2 or older, you can give to a 
charity annually from your IRA 
as a tax-free rollover gift. These 
gifts count toward your minimum 
required distribution but do not 
count as income.

• Charitable Gift Annuities -  
A charitable gift annuity provides 
the donor with a fixed income.

Please consider a legacy gift to help 
us keep the ministry of SECH going for 
many decades to come.
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By Curt Harbuck,  
Director of Development

“A good man leaves  
an inheritance to his  
children’s children.”

Proverbs 13:22 (NKJV)

We want to leave so much to 
our children. We hope to provide 
financially for them. We also aspire to 
guide them into a rewarding life with 
how they choose to live. We want to 
help them develop godly character, 
good citizenship, discipline, and 
good habits. We want these for the 
children born 
to us. We want 
them to have 
hope for the 
future. That is 
our legacy.

For 55 years 
Southeastern 
Children’s Home 
has provided 
care to needy 
children and 
families. At 
SECH, we 
provide hope. 
The type of 
things that we 
provide for our biological children, 
we want for all the children in our 
care. Through the decades we have 
been able to provide hope for the 
hundreds of children we have been 
blessed to minister to because of the 
commitment of so many supporters. 

We hope to honor those who have 
blessed us through many good years 

Planned giving helps ensure that Southeastern’s 
work will continue

“... We want 
to leave so 
much to our 
children. ...”

”... We hope to 
honor those who 
have blessed us 

through many 
good years  

by encouraging 
others to make a 

legacy gift  ...” 

Your legacy of hope
the newsletter of southeastern children’s home
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Committed to helping 
children in need?

Southeastern Children’s Home is seeking  
ministry-minded couples with strong marriages  

and team spirits to serve as foster parents.
Monthly foster care stipend

24-hour backup and support

Visit sech.org or contact  
Brad Brooks, Executive Director, at 864.439.0259

E M P L O Y M E N T  O P P O R T U N I T Y

C H A R I T A B L E  O P P O R T U N I T Y

Many ways to  
leave a legacy

C H A R I TA B L E  B E Q U E S T
Bequests are gifts that are made as part of a will or trust.

M A R K E TA B L E  S E C U R I T I E S
Marketable securities are financial assets that can be easily bought and sold 

on a public market, such as sotcks, bonds, and mutual funds.

I R A D I S T R I B U T I O N
If you are 70-1/2 or older, you can give to charity annually from your IRA as 

a tax-free rollover gift. These gifts count toward your minimum required 
distribution, but do not count as income.

C H A R I TA B L E  G I F T A N N U I T I E S
A charitable gift annuity provides the donor a fixed income stream for life in 

exchange for a sizeable donation to a charity.

Visit sech.org or contact  
Curt Harbuck, Director of Development, at 864.439.0259
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By Emily Wireman, 
SECH Foster Parent

My husband, Bill, and I have always prayed for 
God to open and close doors. He recently opened 
a door for my family and me to come and live at 
Southeastern Children’s Home!  Bill is a youth minister, 
and I have taught middle school students for 27 years.  
We invest and pour our hearts into young people. We 
love the Lord and children with all our hearts.

We stepped into a ministry of people who love 
the Lord, have a vision for serving children, and 
have welcomed my family as part of their family. We 
have been blessed to foster at least fifty children in 
the past six years,  and to adopt a sibling group of 
three beautiful children.  We also have five amazing 
biological children. 

My heart is overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
leadership of SECH. This has been a smooth process 
and has allowed us to live in a beautiful home, on an 
amazing campus, which is a child’s dream.  We are 
thrilled to be part of a ministry that supports us on our 

journey of fostering God’s children.
We are thankful for the SECH staff and the generosity 

and kindness they have shown us! For walking us 
through the transition of changing our license, getting 
new children, and being a strong advocate for our 
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Foster parents pouring their hearts  into young people

Contributors

Southeastern foster parents Bill and Emily Wireman
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Mr. & Mrs. Steven Link
Mr. Geoffrey Long
Mr. Cooper Long
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Long
Ms. Dianne Malcom
Ms. Nellie Mayes
Mr. Vernon McMakin
Mr. & Mrs. Travis Nodine
Mrs. Nakeshia Nunn
Mr. Roger Page
Ms. Karen Parrish
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rademacher
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Redmond
Ms. Erica Reese
Mr. Robert Riemensnider
Mrs. Robert Scott
Ms. Ann Silvius
Mr. Parker Sloan
Mr. & Mrs. Cale Smith
Ms. Amber Stanis
Ms. Amanda Stevens
Ms. Diane Temple
Ms. Roslyn Terry
Ms. Lenesia Terry
Ms. Karen Thompson
Ms. Renee Turner
Ms. Shirley Vanderford
Mr. & Mrs. Dane Waggoner
Mr. Michael Watson
Ms. Darlene Weathers
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Weldon
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Wildeman
Ms. Estella Wilder
Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Woodroof
Ms. Sharon Woody
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Wyatt
Ms. Lucia Young
Dr. & Mrs. P. Anthony Zeiss
Alpha Towing
Bausch & Lomb, Inc.
The Clock - Duncan
Draxlmaier Automotive
Jasmine Title Agency
Lear Seating Corporation
Middle Tyger YMCA
Rieter Corporation
Sweet Tea Station Reidville
Tony’s Pizza

In-kind gifts
Mrs. Shelley Anderson
Ms. Beth Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Axsom
Mr. & Mrs. James Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Baker
Mrs. William Bathgate
Mr. & Mrs. John Beam
Ms. Donna Bishop
Ms. Eva Bishop
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Black
Ms. Gloria Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Brocklebank
Ms. Emily Brown
Mr. & Mrs. John Caldwell
Ms. Linda Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Corradi
Ms. Sherry Cox
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil Crabtree
Ms. Joy Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Davis
Ms. Suzanne DeLaGarza
Mr. & Mrs. Wick DeYoung
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dickerson
Ms. Susan Domnitz
Ms. Ruthie Elliott
Ms. Joann Eubanks
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Evans
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fisher
Mr. George Formoe
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Freeman
Ms. Linda Fugle
Ms. Venita Gaminde
Ms. Tilda Garrett
Dr. & Mrs. James Gill
Mr. Tim Godfrey
Ms. Mary Gosnell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Greene
Ms. Kathy Hammitt
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Hartman
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hatchette
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Henry
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Hinson
Mrs. Sabrina Hodges
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Holman
Ms. Melanie Honeycutt
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Hosch
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Hughes
Ms. Diane Hutcherson
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Ingle
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Israel

Foster parents pouring their hearts  into young people
family! For welcoming us with open arms! It warms my 
heart to be a part of an organization that has weekly 
staff meetings and shares prayer requests and a 
devotional. 

I want to personally thank each of the precious 
donors, churches, wonderful volunteers, and 
businesses that have been an incredible blessing to 
our family! I know many of you gave during Christmas. 
I wish I could convey the smiles, excitement, and 
overwhelming joy I witnessed during the Christmas 
season.  We will always remember Christmas 2023 as 
a special time when God showered us with His love 
through Godly people like you!  Thank you for being 
Jesus’s hands and feet and giving to Bill, myself, and 
our children as we celebrated the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ! 

I am excited to see what the Lord has in store for 
Southeastern Children’s Home and our family!  I look 
forward to the many lives that will be changed forever 
for His glory and His honor!

Town of Duncan
Wal-Mart
Aiken Church of Christ
Apalache Baptist Church
Archdale Church of Christ
Church of Christ on Hilton Head Island
Double Springs Baptist Church
Essex Village Church of Christ
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Golden Strip Church of Christ
Grace Baptist Church
Greater Hopewell Baptist Church
Henderson Church of Christ
Hendersonville Church of Christ
Holland Park Church
Liberty Hill United Methodist Church
New Hope Freedom Church
New Trinity Baptist Church
Rejoice Lutheran Church
Sharon United Methodist Church
Shelby Church of Christ
St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
View Church
Zoar Chapel
Culver’s of Duncan
Eaton Corp.
LongHorn Steakhouse
Plasman Corporation
Resurgent Capital Services
Vocational Rehabilitation Lyman
Wabtec Corp.
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
2011 ECRL Soccer Team
Maysa Furman’s Giving Project
Middle Tyger Ruritan Club
Palmetto BMW Riders
LLC New York Life
The Blackbaud Giving Fund 
 

NEEDS

Wish list Southeastern is currently in need of the 

following supplies:• Children’s Diapers (any size)
• Children’s Pull Ups (any size)

• Baby Wipes• Dishwasher detergent• Liquid laundry detergent• Anti-bacterial hand soap• Trash bags (13 gallon and 32 gallon)
• Cleaning supplies• Push/Riding Lawn Mowers

• Used vans or cars
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