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Give thanks with a

Gratitude during the best and the worst of times

By Brad Brooks,
Executive Director

In 1978, a preacher named Henry
Smith wrote a song that Im sure
many of us know well. The song,
entitled "Give Thanks," begins like
this: ‘Give thanks with a grateful
heart, give thanks to the Holy One.."
The story goes that while writing
this song, Smith was enduring a
particularly challenging time in

his life. His eyesight was rapidly
deteriorating, and he was struggling
to find steady work. Among the
verses that inspired Smith as he
wrote this song were Joel 3:10,
Ephesians 5:20, Colossians 3:15-16,
and Revelation 2:9. The idea of giving
thanks to God in‘all circumstances
- no matter how good or bad - is
evident in each of those verses,
and throughout Smith's simple yet
beautiful song.

“.. Thanks be to
God for what

He has done to
bless our ministry
at SECH, and
thanks be to

each ofyou ..."

During a visit in early January to one
of our supporting congregations

in the Charleston area, | noted to
those in attendance that morning

a major accomplishment at
Southeastern Children's Home.
That accomplishment was this: the

SECH campus
was full; each
on-campus
foster home
was maxed out
interms of both
licensed foster
parents and
foster children:
This was quite
an improvement
over where

we had been
just six months
prior as we
were officially
transitioning
into becoming

“.. the children
we serve at
SECH know all
about the bad
times; many of
them have been
witnesses to
the worst of the
worst. ..“

a Foster Care Community. The
response from that supporting
church on that January morning
was remarkable. The "‘Amens!”
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grateful heart

quickly and loudly rang out from
the audience, and | was moved

by the outpouring of support and
encouragement received. | was
also moved in that moment to
enthusiastically give thanks - to
our staff at SECH, to our board of
directors, to the church where | was
speaking, to our supporters all across
this nation, and most importantly to
God. It was definitely something to
celebrate.

But Smith's song encourages

us to give thanks no matter our
circumstances, and the verses

that inspired him to write his song
echo that sentiment. It's all about
gratitude and giving thanks with a
grateful heart - in the good times
and the bad. Unfortunately, the
children we serve at SECH know

all about the bad times; many of
them have been witnesses to the
worst of the worst. They are certainly
among those labeled “poor” and
“weak” in Smith's song. Fortunately,
our staff and our licensed foster
parents take very seriously the task
of helping the ‘poor’ become ‘rich,’
and encouraging the “weak’ to be
‘strong.’ It is the work we do each
and every day, and we are grateful
to have the opportunity to do what
we do. Thanks be to God for what
He has done to bless our ministry

at SECH, and thanks be to each of
you for the support you provide that
helps those who are “poor and weak”
to become ‘rich and strong!”

Sincerely,

/.

Brad Brooks

FOR | KNOW
THE PLANS

| HAVE FOR YOU,
DECLARES THE LORD,

PLANS TO
PROSPER YOU

AND NOT TO HARM YOU,
PLANS TO GIVE YOU

HOPE AN
A FUTURE.

— JEREMIAH 29:11 —

SECH
HOPE GIVERS

ARE PEOPLE WHO MAKE A
MONTHLY COMMITTMENT TO
HELP CHILDREN IN NEED.
SECH.ORG
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Your legacy of hope

Planned giving helps ensure that Southeastern’s

work will continue

By Curt Harbuck,
Director of Development

“A good man leaves

an inheritance to his

children’s children.”
Proverbs 13:22 (NKJV)

We want to leave so much to
our children. We hope to provide
financially for them. We also aspire to
guide them into a rewarding life with
how they choose to live. We want to
help them develop godly character,
good citizenship, discipline, and
good habits. We want these for the
children born
to us. We want
them to have

hope for the ".. We hope to
future. Thatis  ponor those who
our legacy.

have blessed us

For 55 years
Southeastern through many
Children's Home
ood years

has provided 9 4 g
care to needy by encouraging

children and
families. At
SECH, we
provide hope.
The type of
things that we
provide for our biological children,
we want for all the children in our
care. Through the decades we have
been able to provide hope for the
hundreds of children we have been
blessed to minister to because of the
commitment of so many supporters.

others to make a
legacy gift .."

We hope to honor those who have
blessed us through many good years

.. We want

b

= 78
_-i-’,\_‘

to leave so f
much to our

children...."

—

e

by encouraging others to make a
legacy gift to SECH. Legacy giving is
often referred to as planned giving.
Planned giving is the process in
which someone creates a financial
or estate plan in which they formally
decide to give something of value
to an organization at a future date.
There are several ways in which one
may leave a legacy gift:

+  Charitable Bequest - Bequests
are gifts that are made as part of
a witl or trust:

- Marketable Securities -
Marketable securities are
financial assets that can be easily
bought and sold on a public
market, such as stocks, bonds,
and mutual funds.

- IRA Distributions - If you are 70
1/2 or older, you can give to a
charity annually from your IRA
as a tax-free rollover gift. These
gifts count toward your minimum
required distribution but do not
count as income.

+  Charitable Gift Annuities -
A charitable gift annuity provides
the donor with a fixed income.

Please consider a legacy gift to help
us Reep the ministry of SECH going for
many decades to come.
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Apalache Baptist Church
Archdale Church of Christ
Church of Christ on Hilton Head Island
Double Springs Baptist Church
Essex Village Church of Christ
First Baptist Church of Lyman
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Golden Strip Church of Christ
Grace Baptist Church

Greater Hopewell Baptist Church
Henderson Church of Christ
Hendersonville Church of Christ
Holland Park Church

Liberty Hill United Methodist Church
New Hope Freedom Church
New Trinity Baptist Church
Rejoice Lutheran Church

Sharon United Methodist Church
Shelby Church of Christ

St. Andrews Road Church of Christ
View Church

Zoar Chapel

Culver's of Duncan

Eaton Corp.

LongHorn Steakhouse

Plasman Corporation

Resurgent Capital Services
Vocational Rehabilitation Lyman
Wabtee'Corp.

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

2011 ECRE Soccer Team

Maysa Furman's Giving Project
Middle Tyger Ruritan Club
Palmetto BMW/ Riders

LLC New York Life

The Blackbaud Giving Fund

spring 2024
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