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From Duncan to D.C.

SECH foster parents honored in nation’s capitol, make
deep impression on S.C. lawmaker

By Brad Brooks,
Executive Director

The smile on Senator Lindsey
Graham's face was as big as it was
genuine. And his eyes seemed
to light up as he listened to what
was being said to him. The couple
sitting just to the right of the senator
were telling “The Boss' (as Senator
Graham is affectionately referred
to by his staffers) about one of their
foster children and his two older
siblings, how the sibling group had
come to be in foster care, and how
they had been caring for the three of
them in their home for nearly a year.
“That's amazing,’ said the smiling
senator, before turning his attention
toward me and asking, “and why are
you here?"

. Itis acalling,

a direct response
to the love the £
Savior has shown ‘?{
them..”

———
-
T

Members of the Wireman family were nominated
by Sen. Lindsey Graham for the Angels of
Adoption and Fostering Award. They met with Sen.
Graham when they traveled to D.C. to receive the
award.

‘I'm here to support these two and
the work they're doing,’ | answered
as | motioned just to the left of me,
in the direction of Bill and Emily
Wireman, one of Southeastern
Children's Home's on-campus foster
parent couples.

Bill, Emily, and | were on Capitol
Hill that afternoon in September
because they were this year's
Angels in Adoption Award winners
for the state of South Carolina. As a
constituent of Senator Graham'’s, part
of their two-day
whirlwind visit

to Washington, ".. Caring for
Sidne the vulnerable,
spending time

in his office, the outcasts,
S the forgotten
their award i

from him. and ... it's all part of

advocating on
behalf of foster
and adopted
children in our state. The visit
culminated on the final evening in a
banquet held by the Congressional

what we do. ..."
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Coalition on Adoption Institute, a
‘nonprofit, nonpartisan organization
founded in 2001 to eliminate the
barriers that prevent children from
being part of a safe, nurturing, and
permanent family." (ccainstitute.org)

| was honored to be there to
support the Wiremans, to have the
opportunity to meet with senators
from both North and South Carolina,
to attend the banquet in which
foster and adoptive families from
all over the country were honored,
and to help raise awareness for child
welfare. It was a wonderful visit, one |
will not soon forget.

But it was
the smile
on Senator " The big,
Graham's g il
ey genuine smile on
Il always his face and the
remember g SR
e light in his eye were
The big, all there because
Sy e of Bill and Emil
smile on his f Y
face and the because of the
light in his heart and the love
eye were f
all there and the compassion
because behind every
of Billand i
Emily, word they said
because of in his office that
the heart :
Lot afternoon. ...
and the
compassion

behind every word they said in his
office that afternoon. Emily spoke

of showing the love of Jesus each
day to each of the children in their
home. Bill spoke of the call on their
collective hearts to care for those
who are most vulnerable, who
cannot speak up for themselves. This
was not just something their family
happens to be doing. It is a calling, a
direct response to the love the Savior
has shown them. Their ministry as

a family is to show that love to the
foster children in their home.

Jmu Aly
@_«IL.FLS'

T DM

Emily and Bill Wireman at the CongreSS/onol
Coalition on Adoption Institute’s Angels In
Adoption awards ceremony in Washington, D.C.

It was an amazingly beautiful
scene. There, on Capitol Hill, in the
office of the senior senator from
the State of South Carolina, among
staffers, a sitting senator, and me the
gospel of Jesus Christ was shared. It
was shared by a humble couple from
Duncan who were simply doing what
they felt they had been called to do.
IlL never forget it.

At Southeastern Children's Home,
living out and sharing the gospel
of Jesus Christ is what we do every
day. Caring for the vulnerable, the
outcasts, the forgotten .. it's all part of
what we do. And if you're a supporter
of our ministry, you're part of all that
as well. Thank you for that support,
and for helping us put smiles on
the faces of people everywhere
—whether theyre US. senators in
Washington; D.C. or young children
in Duncan, South Carolina.

Sincerely,

Ireae
Brad Brooks
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These years
have been
deeply meaningful
to me, both

personally and

professionally. ...”
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Seen and unseen - the very real impacts

Jjoining in song and clapping as he flies down the slide.

By Andrea Huerta,
SECH Foster Parent

As an on-campus Southeastern foster parent, | do
not get to see all the supporters who have poured
into this campus over the decades. But our family not
only gets to see the impact, we have the privilege of

living in it with up to eight children at a time.

I've often felt the history on this campus and
wondered at all the stories that led to Southeastern's
active role in the community today. Lately I've been
thinking of the many moments happening all around
me that are only made possible by supporters - but
they're mostly unseen.

You see a gift acknowledgment.

| see a four-year-old boy who entered foster care

nonverbal and now sings Jesus Loves Me.

| see a big white van that allows us to say YES

to more children in foster care!

Inside the repaired gazebo, | see a birthday party for

here'

There's also the difficult nights where | have sunk to
the kitchen floor crying out to God and wearing noise
blocking headphones because the behaviors and sheer
constant noises are at times all | can see. The unseen

| see the single mom who was helped generously by
Southeastern, who then said to me, “You guys showed
me that 'm not alone and | do have a reason for being

the one-year-old boy that once had no hope to live to
another day.

| see an office that is now so lovely to walk into .. an
office that has filled the gap so we can fill the gap. To
some it may just look like ten minutes here, an hour
there, some cans of formula, clothes and suitcases.. to
us, it's the ability to keep fostering.

prayers lift me back up. | can't see you praying, but |
know you are.

| see a five-year-old boy who recently got out

of his leg braces climbing on the new playground,
singing “Praise Ye the Lord!" and suddenly we're all

| see the hard days where foster families still face
surgeries and emergencies (Life doesnt stop just
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of your contributions Amazon wish list!

because you're fostering!) - and the community sweeps in with ch:" t:e
food, giftcards, and childcare. coce
. to donate
What you do makes what we do possible. You may not see subbli

, ) pplies to

it. But | wanted you to know that we see it every day and we
Southeastern

thank God for you!

through

Amazon.com!

United
Way

Southeastern Children's Home

is listed as a certified charity

with most United Way county
organizations. If you want to give

to SECH through the United Way,
please be sure to specifically
designate Southeastern Children's
Home as your charity of choice. This
designation often requires additional
paperwork, but it is beneficial to
SECH. Also, many employers offer

a gift-matching program. If your
employer offers a gift-matching
program, please consider naming
Southeastern Children's Home as the
designated recipient. Gift-matching
programs are a great way to expand
your gift.

T
| i ez

AFL Work Day at
Southeastern

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude
for the wonderful day AFL spent serving
at Southeastern Children's Home. Not only
did they enjoy time together as a team,
but they also accomplished so much. The
storage room is organized and looRing

great, and the landscaping and tree > : -’ i o £ " d Work
trimming made our campus look beautiful — our nar y
and refreshed. It was a true joy to see hanh you, AFL, f ory

such a dedicated group working side by side to make a difference in our
community. This was AFLS third time serving on our campus this year, and
we are so thankful for their continued support and partnership.

energy, and generosity’

6 fall/winter 2025
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