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inside ... 
From Duncan to D.C.

Seen and unseen

A grateful farewell



“I’m here to support these two and 
the work they’re doing,” I answered 
as I motioned just to the left of me, 
in the direction of Bill and Emily 
Wireman, one of Southeastern 
Children’s Home’s on-campus foster 
parent couples.

Bill, Emily, and I were on Capitol 
Hill that afternoon in September 
because they were this year’s 
Angels in Adoption Award winners 
for the state of South Carolina. As a 
constituent of Senator Graham’s, part 
of their two-day 
whirlwind visit 
to Washington, 
D.C. included 
spending time 
in his office, 
receiving 
their award 
from him, and 
advocating on 
behalf of foster 
and adopted 
children in our state. The visit 
culminated on the final evening in a 
banquet held by the Congressional 

Hope! is a publication of Southeastern Children’s Home, Brad Brooks, Executive 
Director.  We can be reached by mail at 115 Children’s Way, Duncan, SC 29334,  
by phone at 864.439.0259, and by email at info@sech.org.

By Brad Brooks,  
Executive Director

The smile on Senator Lindsey 
Graham’s face was as big as it was 
genuine. And his eyes seemed 
to light up as he listened to what 
was being said to him. The couple 
sitting just to the right of the senator 
were telling “The Boss” (as Senator 
Graham is affectionately referred 
to by his staffers) about one of their 
foster children and his two older 
siblings, how the sibling group had 
come to be in foster care, and how 
they had been caring for the three of 
them in their home for nearly a year. 
“That’s amazing,” said the smiling 
senator, before turning his attention 
toward me and asking, “and why are 
you here?”

From Duncan to D.C.
SECH foster parents honored in nation’s capitol, make 
deep impression on S.C. lawmaker

“... It is a calling, 
a direct response 
to the love the 
Savior has shown 
them ...”
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Abernathy
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Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Kelly Conway
Ms. Gretchen Cooke
Ms. Julie Cooley
Alisha Cooper
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Mr. and Mrs. Chris and Jill Counts
Ms. Sherry Cox
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Mr. and Mrs. Bill and Karen Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Ben and Patty Foreman
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Mr. and Mrs. Jon and Stephanie 
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Dr. and Mrs. Jim and Sarah Gill
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Members of the Wireman family were nominated 
by Sen. Lindsey Graham for the Angels of 
Adoption and Fostering Award. They met with Sen. 
Graham when they traveled to D.C. to receive the 
award.

”... Caring for 
the vulnerable, 

the outcasts, 
the forgotten 

… it’s all part of 
what we do.  ...” 

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home
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From Duncan to D.C.
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Mr. Drennen Neiswander
Ms. Glenda Nix
Mr. Wendle Northam
Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Cathy Nutt
Mary Ann Oler

Mr. and Mrs. Mark and Jackie Oliver
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Coalition on Adoption Institute, a 
“nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
founded in 2001 to eliminate the 
barriers that prevent children from 
being part of a safe, nurturing, and 
permanent family.” (ccainstitute.org)

I was honored to be there to 
support the Wiremans, to have the 
opportunity to meet with senators 
from both North and South Carolina, 
to attend the banquet in which 
foster and adoptive families from 
all over the country were honored, 
and to help raise awareness for child 
welfare. It was a wonderful visit, one I 
will not soon forget.

But it was 
the smile 
on Senator 
Graham’s 
face that 
I’ll always 
remember 
the most. 
The big, 
genuine 
smile on his 
face and the 
light in his 
eye were 
all there 
because 
of Bill and 
Emily, 
because of 
the heart 
and the love 
and the 
compassion 
behind every word they said in his 
office that afternoon. Emily spoke 
of showing the love of Jesus each 
day to each of the children in their 
home. Bill spoke of the call on their 
collective hearts to care for those 
who are most vulnerable, who 
cannot speak up for themselves. This 
was not just something their family 
happens to be doing. It is a calling, a 
direct response to the love the Savior 
has shown them. Their ministry as 
a family is to show that love to the 
foster children in their home.

”... The big, 
genuine smile on 
his face and the 

light in his eye were 
all there because 
of Bill and Emily, 

because of the 
heart and the love 

and the compassion 
behind every 

word they said 
in his office that 

afternoon. ...” 

It was an amazingly beautiful 
scene. There, on Capitol Hill, in the 
office of the senior senator from 
the State of South Carolina, among 
staffers, a sitting senator, and me the 
gospel of Jesus Christ was shared. It 
was shared by a humble couple from 
Duncan who were simply doing what 
they felt they had been called to do. 
I’ll never forget it.

At Southeastern Children’s Home, 
living out and sharing the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is what we do every 
day. Caring for the vulnerable, the 
outcasts, the forgotten … it’s all part of 
what we do. And if you’re a supporter 
of our ministry, you’re part of all that 
as well. Thank you for that support, 
and for helping us put smiles on 
the faces of people everywhere 
– whether they’re U.S. senators in 
Washington, D.C. or young children 
in Duncan, South Carolina.

Sincerely,

Brad Brooks

Emily and Bill Wireman at the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption Institute’s Angels In 
Adoption awards ceremony in Washington, D.C.

fall/winter 20252



has been one of growth, opportunity, 
and fulfillment. I will always consider 
myself part of the SECH family.

As many of you know, Palmetto 
Bible Camp has been a part of my 
life for over 50 years. From my first 
week as an 8-year-old camper to 
serving as a staff member, board 
member, Camp Director, and 
officer, PBC has shaped my life in 
countless ways. I joined the board of 
directors in 1988 and have remained 
committed ever since.

Now, as PBC approaches its 60th 
year, it has chosen to hire its first 
Executive Director. I am honored 
to have been selected for this role, 
beginning January 1, 2026.

Until then, I remain fully committed 
to helping SECH flourish and will 
continue to support both ministries in 
the future.

Thank you for these incredible 
years. I am grateful beyond words.

With love and appreciation,

Curt Harbuck
Director of Development
Southeastern Children’s Home
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Benevity Community Impact Fund
Blackbaud Giving Fund - Your Cause
BMW Manufacturing Co.
Brasstown Valley Resort & Spa
CAF America
Campbell Group
Carolina Fresh Farms
Carolyn’s Florals and Baskets
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Children’s Museum of the Upstate
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Clock - Duncan
CodifiDigital
Community Foundation of Greenville
Country Boy’s Garden Center
Cribb’s Kitchen
Dave & Buster’s
DBA Rhythms Dance
Defense Products
Dray Bar and Grill
The Duke Endowment
Elite Car Rental
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Five Ology
Fluor Foundation Matching Funds
Flying Rabbit Adventures
Frankie’s Fun Park
Furniture Liquidators
G and G Catering
Game Day BBQ
Gaminde Ship and Print, LLC
Gerald’s Tires and Brakes
Gilmore Entertainment
Gourmet Gift Baskets
Gray’s Auto Service
Greenville Co. Recreation District
Hampton Inn & Suites Greenville Airport
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Hub City Dumpsters
Hub City Spartanburgers
Hurricane Martial Arts Center
KidSenses Children’s Interactive 

Museum
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Melting Pot
Merrell’s Pizza
NCG Cinema
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“I thank my God every time 
I remember you.” ”

Philippians 1:3

Dear SECH Family,
After decades of supporting 

Southeastern Children’s Home, I 
was blessed to join the staff five 
years ago. I came with a heart full of 
excitement, ready to devote my time 
to “Kingdom Business.” These years 
have been deeply meaningful to me, 
both personally and professionally.

So much has happened, and so 
much has changed. Through it all, 
God has been faithful. I’ve often 
said, “I am having the time of my 
life!”—and I truly have. This season 

Director of Development departs Southeastern to 
begin new chapter in a life of service

“... These years 
have been  
deeply meaningful 
to me, both 
personally and 
professionally. ...”

A grateful farewell
the newsletter of southeastern children’s home



New York Life Insurance
Parlour & Blade at 417
Pest Management Solutions
Plasman Corporation
Preserve at Verdae
QuikTrip Corporation
Raymond James Global Account
Reflections
Renew Painting
RHSC Development
Rick’s Maintenance Service
Roper Mountain Science Center
Rotary Club of Greenville City Center
Schwab Charitable
Second Harvest Food Bank
Sims Tire & Muffler
Skins Hotdogs
South Carolina Christian Foundation
South Carolina Department of 

Corrections
South Carolina Stingrays Hockey Team
Spartanburg Community College
Spartanburg County Foundation
Spartanburg Little Theatre
Spinks Family Foundation
Steve’s safe and Lock Service
Streaking Birdies Golf
T. Rowe Price
Toner Connect
Town of Duncan
United Community Bank
United Way of Allegheny County
United Way of The Piedmont, Inc.
US Charitable Gift Trust
Water’s Tire
Wellness Chiropractic Health Center, 

Inc.
Westside Veterinary Hospital
YourCause, LLC New York Life 

Aiken Church of Christ
Apalache Baptist Church
Bethel Church of Christ
Boiling Springs Church of Christ
Bremen Church of Christ
Brevard Church of Christ
Central Church of Christ
Charlotte Avenue Church of Christ
Chattahoochee Valley Church
Church of Christ at Summerville
Church of Christ on Hilton Head Island
Clemson Church of Christ
Double Springs Baptist Church
Duncan Church of Christ
Essex Village Church of Christ
First Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ)
Gastonia Church of Christ
Georgetown Church of Christ
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Grand Strand Church of Christ
Greenwood Church of Christ
Gregg Avenue Church of Christ
Henderson Church of Christ
Hendersonville Church of Christ
Hillcrest Church of Christ
Holland Park Church
Impact Community Church
Lesslie Church of Christ
Long Creek Church of Christ
NoDa Church of Christ
Northwest Church of Christ
Northwood Baptist Church
Old Union Church of Christ
Outpost a church of Christ followers
Plaza Church of Christ
Port Royal Church of Christ
Rejoice Lutheran Church
Seneca Church of Christ
Sharon United Methodist 

Church
Shelby Church of Christ
St Augustine Church of Christ
St. George Church of Christ
Twin City Church of Christ
Tyger River Presbyterian Church
Upstate Church of Christ
West Spartanburg Baptist Church
White Knoll Church of Christ
Woodland Church of Christ
Zoar Chapel

In Memory of
KEITH BARD 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Smith 
SANDRA BARNES 
	 Mr. & Mrs. James L. Drake 
BETTY BARRETT 
Ms. Phyllis Hudson 
LUCILLE BARRNET
       Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright
AL BERGERON 
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder 
NORMA BERGERON 
	 Mr. Kenneth Hyder 
STEVE BOLING 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Boling 
THOMAS & ANNIE BRADLEY 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Henderson 
LULA BROWN BROOKS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. John McMillan 
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Richards 
WAYNE BURRESS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
A.M. BURTON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
CHARLES WAYNE BUSEY 
	 Ms. Marnell Mixon Busey 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Miller 
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We are so proud of the Huerta family!  For seven years, they’ve opened their home to over 20 
children and now live on our campus to love more kids. Thank you to Greenville Triumph SC and 
Spectrum for honoring them as Community Heroes! 

What an incredible day at the Wade Scharff Memorial Golf Tournament! Thanks to the generosity 
of our community, the event was a huge success in support of the mission of Southeastern 
Children’s Home. We give a special thank you to our Gold Sponsors because your partnership 
makes such a difference for children and families in need: AFL, Plasman, UPS Store.
Congratulations to tournament winners Brad Moss, Travis Hicks, Nathan Wyatt, and Kelly Wyatt 
for an outstanding performance on the course!

Huerta family honored by Greenville Triumph SC

Wade Scharff Memorial Golf Tournament



LARRY GIBSON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh 
GERI GORDON 
	 Mr. Hal Gordon 
DONNA HALL 
	 Ms. Ann Biddulph 
MR. SOUTHERN HARDY 
	 Ms. Cynthia Landrum 
MRS. REBECCA DORSEY HART 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
SAM HOGAN, SR 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
	 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 
BILL HOPPER 
	 Mr. & Mrs. David Long 
WES & PEGGY KIMBERLY 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Curry 
BOB & MARY LARMON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Blain A. Bice 
FRANCES LEAVENS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
BEVERLY LEGGETT 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
RUTH LEVEY 
	 Ms. Marylen Jackson 
MABEL MAHAFFEY 
	 Ms. Cynthia Landrum 
ZACHARIAH MASON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Don Mason 
SAMMY MATHIAS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
RUBY MCABEE 
	 Ms. Helen Greene 
ERIK MCCARTNEY 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright 
	 Mr. & Mrs. George Glenn 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Curt Harbuck 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Henderson 
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Johnson 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Long 
	 Mr. Paul Norwood 
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood 
	 Mr. Kevin Stricklin 
MR. JACKIE LEE MCCLANAHAN 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
JIM MCCOY 
	 Mrs. James McCoy 
JAMES W. (JIM) MCLOTHLIN 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
JOSEPHINE MEANS 
	 Ms. Cynthia Landrum 
ANNE MERRILL 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 

By Andrea Huerta, 
SECH Foster Parent

As an on-campus Southeastern foster parent, I do 
not get to see all the supporters who have poured 
into this campus over the decades. But our family not 
only gets to see the impact, we have the privilege of 
living in it with up to eight children at a time.

I’ve often felt the history on this campus and 
wondered at all the stories that led to Southeastern’s 
active role in the community today. Lately I’ve been 
thinking of the many moments happening all around 
me that are only made possible by supporters - but 
they’re mostly unseen. 

You see a gift acknowledgment. 
I see a four-year-old boy who entered foster care 
nonverbal and now sings Jesus Loves Me. 

I see a big white van that allows us to say YES 
to more children in foster care! 

I see a five-year-old boy who recently got out 
of his leg braces climbing on the new playground, 

singing “Praise Ye the Lord!” and suddenly we’re all 

joining in song and clapping as he flies down the slide. 
Inside the repaired gazebo, I see a birthday party for 

the one-year-old boy that once had no hope to live to 
another day.

I see an office that is now so lovely to walk into … an 
office that has filled the gap so we can fill the gap. To 
some it may just look like ten minutes here, an hour 
there, some cans of formula, clothes and suitcases… to 
us, it’s the ability to keep fostering.

I see the single mom who was helped generously by 
Southeastern, who then said to me, “You guys showed 
me that I’m not alone and I do have a reason for being 
here.”

There’s also the difficult nights where I have sunk to 
the kitchen floor crying out to God and wearing noise 
blocking headphones because the behaviors and sheer 
constant noises are at times all I can see. The unseen 
prayers lift me back up. I can’t see you praying, but I 
know you are.  

I see the hard days where foster families still face 
surgeries and emergencies (Life doesn’t stop just 
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CHARLIE BYRD 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
CAROL CAULDER 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
PHYLLIS CLAYPOOLE 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Tracy Barker 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Brown 
	 Ms. Marlene Brown 
	 Mr. Robin Vaughn 
	 Mr. Brian Wiese & Kelly Caves 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Witte 
	 South Carolina Department of 

Veterans’ Affairs 
KIRK AND CLARA COLE 
	 Ms. Donna Cole 
ALMA CUNNINGHAM 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ernie Thigpen 
EARLENE DEADMON 
	 Mr. Baxter Deadmon 
JOHN DENNISON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
CHARLES DOWDY 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
PAUL DOWLER 
	 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 
DALLAS DYE 
	 Ms. Linda Hill 
CAROLYENE EMERICK 
	 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
PINKI ENGLER 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Tesh, Jr. 
ALLAN ERICKSON 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Hill 
JAMES C. FARLEY 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Margaret Todd 
JANE FARLEY 
	 Mr. John Noonan & Kathleen 

Brochu 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jim Farley, Jr. 
	 Mr. & Mrs. William Nevins
	 Ms. Margaret Todd 
J W F Company LLC 
RAY FLETCHER 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Fowler
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Greene 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Curt Harbuck
	 Mr. & Mrs. Michael Ray 
JEWEL FRYE 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
	 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 

MARYLISE MILLS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. John Rhoney 
RHONDA MOORE 
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood 
ELIZABETH ANN MULL 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bradley Murphy 
SUE MULLEN 
	 Ms. Mary Ann Oler 
DIANE NEWELL 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
PATRICIA NIGH 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Max Nigh 
DAVID “DAVE” EARL NORWOOD 
	 Ms. Ginny Norwood 
LARRY POLK 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Stevens 
JERRY ARTHUR SATTERFIELD 
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Brown 
	 Ms. Angela Byers 
MARTHA SHEEHAN 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Henderson 
KENNETH L. SIMS 
	 Ms. Kay Sims Gehr 
ROSMAULI SINAGA 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler 
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 
STEVEN SOMBRIC	  
	 Ms. Cathleen Smoak Wells 
MURRAY H. STELLER 
	 First Christian Church Disciples of 

Christ 
TONYA STEWART 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Curt Harbuck 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Pugh 
MARY THIGPEN 
	 Ms. Helen Greene
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Putnam 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Dane Waggoner 
JOSEPHINE TILLMAN 
	 Gold Hill Road Church of Christ 
BRENDA KELLY TRIPP 
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wilson 
ROYCE WADE 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
	 Ms. Angela Byers 
	 Ms. Linda Young 
JOHN WARREN
       Mr. & Mrs. Ed Wampler
CONNIE WATERS 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Alan Bright 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mason 
	 Ms. Virginia Norwood 

SUSAN WEST
       Ms. Virginia Norwood
SHANNON WOODRUFF 
	 Mr. & Mrs. James L. Drake 
	 Ms. Helen Greene
DAVID WYATT
       Mr. & Mrs. Phillip E. Wyatt
MARY BETH YORK 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ed Brown 
LENA NADINE CURRY YOUNG 
	 Ms. Helen Greene	  
	 Mr. & Mrs. Earl McCreary 

In Honor of 
CLAY & TABITHA BALL 
	 Mrs. Ansie Hatchette 
WALT FOWLER 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Randy Johnson 
JACKIE FORRESTOR 
	 Ms. Helen Greene 
MR. HAMMON HATCHETTE 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hatchette 
JEFF AND CINDY PAYNE 
	 Ms. Lynn Arce 
FRANCES POOLE 
	 Ms. Carolyn Hamby 
IN HONOR OF THE WORK BEING 

DONE AT THE CHILDREN’S HOME
	 Mr. & Mrs. Earl McCreary

In Honor of Birthday
MARYLEN JACKSON
	 Mr. and Mrs. Sterling and Catherine 

Lawrence
BARBARA MCDERMOTT 
	 Ms. Linda Hill 

In-kind gifts
Robin Alston
Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Beth 

Anderson
Mrs. Nettie Bathgate
Ms. Donna Bishop
Mr. and Mrs. Alan and Gail Bright
Mr. and Mrs. Jason and Selena Carter
Ms. Toni Clement
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil and Kay Crabtree
Mr. Kyle Crowe
Mr. and Mrs. Barry and Kendra Deaver
Mr. and Mrs. Dan and Ann Edwards

Mr. Brian Freeland
Mr. and Mrs. Jon and Stephanie 

Gaminde
Janene Gowan
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn and Carrie Greer
Ms. Joyce Grigsby
Mr. and Mrs. Todd and Shelley Haney
Jan Henson
Ms. Sandra Hughes
Mr. Adam Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Don and Shannon Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Alan and Amy Jopson
Mr. Mark Klopf
Ms. Lisa Knighton
Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Tracy Link
Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Christina Long
Mr. and Mrs. Brett and Hannah Miller
Rebecah Olson
Mr. and Mrs. Billy and Timberly Orr
Mr. Roger Page
Britney Parks
Ms. Elizabeth Perry 
Shannon Rafferty
Dedra Ray
Mrs. Aubrey Richey
Ms. Ann Silvius
Ms. Kathy Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Trey and Jennifer Still
Ruth Stone
Jamie Thomas
Ms. Jezebel Torrez
Mr. Robert Whitley

Cub Scout Pack 603
Devoy Enterprises, Inc.
DNA Building Repair
FCA Carolina Events
Jersey Mikes
McGuinn Homes
Swift Charities

First Baptist Church of Lyman
Gold Hill Road Church of Christ
Liberty Hill United Methodist Church
New Trinity Baptist Church
Sharon United Methodist Church
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Seen and unseen – the very real impacts  of your contributions

In Memory of

the newsletter of southeastern children’s home



fall/winter 20256

Seen and unseen – the very real impacts  of your contributions
because you’re fostering!) - and the community sweeps in with 
food, giftcards, and childcare.

What you do makes what we do possible. You may not see 
it. But I wanted you to know that we see it every day and we 
thank God for you!

Scan the 
QR code 

to  donate 
supplies to 

Southeastern 
through  

Amazon.com!

Amazon wish list!

Southeastern Children’s Home 
is listed as a certified charity 
with most United Way county 
organizations. If you want to give 
to SECH through the United Way, 
please be sure to specifically 
designate Southeastern Children’s 
Home as your charity of choice. This 
designation often requires additional 
paperwork, but it is beneficial to 
SECH. Also, many employers offer 
a gift-matching program.  If your 
employer offers a gift-matching 
program, please consider naming 
Southeastern Children’s Home as the 
designated recipient. Gift-matching 
programs are a great way to expand 
your gift.

We want to express our heartfelt gratitude 
for the wonderful day AFL spent serving 
at Southeastern Children’s Home. Not only 
did they enjoy time together as a team, 
but they also accomplished so much. The 
storage room is organized and looking 
great, and the landscaping and tree 
trimming made our campus look beautiful 
and refreshed. It was a true joy to see 
such a dedicated group working side by side to make a difference in our 
community. This was AFL’s third time serving on our campus this year, and 
we are so thankful for their continued support and partnership.

AFL Work Day at 
Southeastern

Thank you, AFL, for your hard work, 

energy, and generosity!
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